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EDITORIAL 


A Matter Of Record 


Those in the Church who are studying the ac- 
tivities of the Federal Council and our relation- 
ship to the Council will be wise to ponder the dis- 
quieting effect our membership in the Council has 
had on the life of our Church. 


A study of the Minutes of our Genera] Assembly 
reveal these interesting facts: 


1931: Ten overtures to get out of Federal Coun- 
cil. Minority report to get out adopted by vote of 
175 to 79. 


1932: Nine overtures to reconsider rejoining 
Federal Council. Seven overtures to affirm 1931 
action. Action of the Assembly was that we do not 
re-enter, by vote 198 to 68. 


1933: One overture to rejoin Federal Council. 
Two overtures to reconsider. In line with Overture 
No. 36 an Ad Interim Committee was appointed to 
study Federal Council. 


1934: Four overtures to rejoin Federal Council. 
Five overtures to stay out. The Foreign Relations 
Committee recommended 13 to 7 to re-enter Fed- 
eral Council. The Assembly declined to re-enter by 
vote 170 to 79. 


1935: No overtures. Dr. S. M. Cavert, General 
Secretary of Federal Council, addressed the As- 
sembly by invitation. 


1936: No overtures. The General Assembly ex- 
changed greetings with Federal Council. 


1937: Four overtures to rejoin Federal Council. 
Two overtures to stay out. Presbyteries were re- 
quested to advise next General Assembly on Fed- 
eral Council. 


1938: No overtures. Presbyteries vote 48 “no” 
to rejoining Federal Council, 38 “yes” to rejoining 
Federal Council, 2 not voting. 


1939: No reference to Federal Council. 


1940: One overture to rejoin Federal Council, 
Overture answered in negative. 


1941: Two overtures to rejoin Federal Council. 
Dr. Cavert presented invitation to rejoin Federal 
Council, aided by Dr. Weigle, President of the Fed- 
eral Council. Foreign Relations Committee recom- 
mended re-entry into Federal Council. Recommen. 
dation of the Committee was accepted as a whole. 
No special vote on Federal Council was taken. 


1942: One overture approving our re-joining 
Federal Council. Seven overtures to withdraw from 
Federal Council, All overtures to withdraw answer- 
ed in negative. 


1943: Four overtures to withdraw from Federal 
Council. General Assembly promised to submit to 
Presbyteries at close of War. 


1944: Three overtures to reconsider re-joining 
Federal Council. Four overtures to withdraw. Gen- 
eral Assembly promised to submit to Presbyteries 
at close of War. (Report of Federal Council to 
General Assembly, Pages 192 through 195), 


1945: One overture to reconsider re-joining Fet- 
eral Council. Six overtures to withdraw. One over 
ture to stop payments to Federal Council. All over 
tures answered in negative, (Report of Federal 
Council, Pages 178 through 182). 


1946: Three overtures to withdraw from Fed- 
eral Council. One overture to stop payments (0 
Federal Council, or include in budget. Three over- 
tures answered in negative. Federal Council put m 
budget for 1946. (Federal Council Report, Pages 
191 through 195). 


1947: Twelve overtures to withdraw from Fet- 
eral Council. Two overtures to submit to Presby- 
teries. Two overtures criticizing Federal Counel 
practices. Action of General Assembly was to su 
mit membership in Federal Council to Presbyteries 
without recommendation. Vote: 179 for, 17 
against. (Federal Council Report, Pages 
through 216). 


This study reveals that the years when we ™ 
longer belonged to the Federal Council were the 
years when there was the least agitation and ur 
rest in the Presbyteries. —H.B.D. 
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Unavailing Protests 


There are those who are declaring that present 
opposition to the activities of the Federal Council 
js something new, brought into our Church in re- 
cent years by a “divisive group.” 


Let us refresh our memories. In 1915, three 
years after our Church joined the Federal Council 
for the first time, our General Assembly took the 
following action: 


“While there are thus many things in the 
reports of the Council which we approve and 
heartily endorse, there are actions taken which 
so do violence to the historic and scriptural 
position of our Church that we can do naught 
else than decline to accept the responsibility 
for them and enter our protest. In some in- 
stances they are contrary to the doctrine of 
the separation of the Church and the State 
and the only proper attitude of approach which 
the Church has to the affairs of the State; in 
others they deal with matters that are wholly 
extraneous to the recognized mission of the 
Church on earth. 


“The note sounded for our forward move- 
ment in the Church is Evangelism. Is it not, 
then, of the greatest importance that we guard 
the pure evangel from accretions that may 
turn us aside from our great mission and dis- 
sipate our energies on the perishing things of 
time, when they should be concentrated on 
and consecrated to the mighty things of 
eternity?” 


» The General Assembly further stated: 


“Troublous times such as these caused that 
action in the ‘Presbyterian Church which ne- 
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cessitated the birth of the Church South; 
should we not, then, most carefully guard 
against the age tendencies which are turning 
the forces of the Church into so many side 
channels and so weakening the force of her 
one supreme call to save men for time and 
eternity?” —-General Assembly Minutes, 1915, 
Page 39. 


In 1916 further protests were registered by our 
General Assembly against the actions and_activi- 
tiles of the Federal Council. Did they avail? The 
1919 Minutes are revealing; we read: 


“(a) That the Assembly note with special 
care the fact that in the resolutions adopted 
by the said Federal Council at its meeting 
May 6-8, 1919, in Cleveland, Ohio, the Council 
repeats the acts against which the Assembly 
protested so vigorously in 1915 and 1916; 
(b) that the Assembly now utter its most em- 
phatic protest against the Council’s repeating 
the objectionable acts and violating its own 
agreement of 1916, touching the making of 
deliverances on political, industrial and other 
such objects; (c) that this Assembly ask that 
this protest be entered on the records and 
published with the proceedings of the Council. 
he objectionable acts of the Council passed! 

ay 6-8, 1919, violating its own former agree-| 
ment, were its representing and affirming, as 
the belief of the Churches connected with it,| 
certain views on political relations, inter- 
national relations, labor and capital problems, | 
wage questions and working days, woman’s | 
work, race problems, the making of laws and 


) 


the enforcement of the same, treaties with 

foreign countries, woman’s full political and 

economic equality, and similar questions.” 

—General Assembly Minutes, 1919, Page 55. 
A study of the official reports of the Federal 
Council reveal the fact that from the beginning 
they have had a political, economic, racial, social 
and international over-all plan from which they 
have never deviated. To this they have os 
the various denominations making up the Counci 
and protests from constituent members have been 
politely received and carefully ignored. In fact, 
since that time some of the activities of the Fed- 
eral Council have been more objectionable than 
anything mentioned in the above protests of our 
General Assembly. One of these was the pernicious 
and persistent activity against national prepared- 
ness, carried out by the leaders of the Council; 
using the name of the Church to back their ac- 
tivities. 


Our Church will be wise to look at the Federal 
Council in the light of its activities over the years, 
forgetting the individual involved, either pro or 
con. Those of us who oppose the Council are will- 
ing to let the matter be decided on the facts of the 
case. Any other basis of decision is futile. 


—H.B.D. 





Strength 


Nowhere is the difference between Christian 
truth and worldly wisdom more in evidence than 
in the matter of strength. 


To the world strength means physical power, 
money, influence through position or the combined 
power of numbers. “ 


In Christ none of these things avail. One may be 
a giant physically and a pigmy before God, One 
may amass a fabulous fortune but it means noth- 
ing to the One who owns the wealth of the uni- 
verse. One may be a national or international 
leader and yet be as nothing in the eyes of the 
King of Kings. One may be part of a great organ- 
ization but that organization’s combined power 
—- utterly futile before the God of all the 
earth. 


It is the privilege, and therefore the duty, of 
Christians to be strong; strong as God counts 
strength. 


The paradox of this, as of so many other things 
in the Christian life, is that such strength comes 
only through a sense of weakness; through a hu- 
mility which comes from meeting God face to face. 


Paul, handicapped he thought, by a “thorn in 
the flesh,” asked God again and again to remove 
this supposed hindrance to his effectiveness, But, 
Paul was looking at his life with his temporal 
sight. God gave him spiritual insight into his 
affliction and his whole attitude changed. He 
wrote: “And he said unto me, ‘My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmaties, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirm- 
ities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong.” II Cor. 12:9-10. 
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A man is never strong until he recognizes his 
own weakness and is filled with the strength of the 
Strong Son of God Himself. A Church is strong 
only as she humbles herself under the mighty 
hand of God. 


Certainly one of the messages in the letters to 
the churches, as recorded in the second and third 
chapters of the Book of the Revelation is the 
weakness of the luke-warm Church of Laodicea. 
In being neither cold nor hot her strength was 
gone. Only by an all-out surrender to Christ, the 
head of the Church, was spiritual strength to be 
regained. 


If the Church is to have the strength necessary 
for the needs of a world like ours that strength can 
only come from the One who is strong, Every re- 
flection on His glory, every denial of His unique- 
ness, every questioning of His atoning work; these 
and all other declensions from evangelical Chris- 
tian belief and teaching; these all but sap the 
strength from the Church and leave her as helpless 
as a shorn Samson. 


Our strength is in Him alone. Our witness is of 
Him or it is futile. People either are ignorant of, 
indifferent to, deny or believe in the divine Son of 
God. To those who unequivocally believe is given 
the privilege and the task of making Him known. 
And, the strength for that task is only given by 
the One to whom they witness, 


“God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; 
that power belongeth unto God.” Ps. 62:11. 


May we constantly seek the strength which 
alone can enable us to effectively witness in days 
such as this! —L.N.B 


“God Has N 
Grandchildren” 


This startling statement appeared in an article 
we read recently. At first it sounds facetious but 
it expresses a truth of the deepest significance, 


Despite the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of Man which is so popular 
and so widespread the fact remains that only those 


who are born-again are the children of God in the 
spiritual sense. 


God is the Father of all men by creation but the 
Bible plainly teaches that only those who have 
been born into the household of faith by accept- 
ing Christ as Saviour stand in the true relation- 
ship of sons to our Heavenly Father. 


Jesus, speaking to His carping critics, said: “If 
God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came 
I of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not under- 
stand my speech? even because ve cannot hear my 
word. Ye are of your father, the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do.” 


Yes, it is true: “God has no grandchildren.” 
Every man must stand bv his own faith. or fall 
because of his lack of it. We bring our children to 
the Lord, dedicate them in baptism and pray for 
them and God hears our prayers. But, their salva- 


tion denends solely on their own faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


‘Preaching is usually to large groups and masses 
may be swaved to Him by the work of the Holy 
Spirit, but they come one by one, in humble re- 


pentance and acceptance of salvation, or a 
not at all. —L.N.B. 


—— 


Who Governs The Church? 


Christ Or The Higher Courts? 


The proponents of the Plan of Union tel] y;: 
“The governmental system presented in the plan 
for reunion provides a larger measure of local cop. 
trol than is now had in our Southern Church.” 5 
this true? Does it square with the footnote on Page 
84 of the Plan, thus: 


“The radical principles of Presbyterian church 
government and discipline are: That, the severg] 
different congregations of believers taken collec. 
tively, constitute one Church of Christ, calle 


opposed 
Jess loc: 


For e 


emphatically the Church; that a larger part of the 


church, or a representation of it, should govern, 
smaller, or determine matters of controversy which 
arise therein;—that in like manner, a representa 
tion of the whole should govern and determine jp 
regard to every part, and to all the parts united; 
that is, that a majority shall govern; and conse 
quently that appeals may be carried from lower 
to higher judicatories, till they be finally decide 
by the collected wisdom and united voice of th 
whole Church.” 


This is the principle that the higher court 
govern the lower courts. It is not more local con. 
trol than in our present Southern Church. In o 
Church “All Church courts are one in nature 
constituted of the same elements, possessed in 
herently of the same kinds of rights and power 
and differing only as the Constitution may provide 
(Par. 59) so that every act of jurisdiction of an 
court is the act of the whole Church (par, 60). 


Moreover, the end of the Plan of Union is thal 
the final court of reference be “The collectei 
wisdom and united voice of the Church.” But thi 
is contrary to that great Protestant symbol, th 
Westminster Confession, which says: 


“All synods or councils since the apostles’ 
times, whether general or particular, may err, 
and many have erred; therefore they are not 
to be made the rule of faith or practice, but 
to be used as a help in both.” 


The Protestant position is that: 


“The Supreme Judge, by whom all controver- 
sies of religion are to be determined, and all 
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers 
and doctrines of men and private affairs, are 
to be examined, and in whose sentence we are 
to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scripture.” 


In accord with “the radical principals” of the Plat 
of Union that instrument says the Church court 
“ean call before them any offender against tht 


146). Now our Book of Church Order says thi! 
nothing ought to be considered by any court as 
offense which cannot be proved to be such fro 
Scripture (par. 179). According to our Book * 
jurisdiction of church courts is only ministerial # 
declarative, so that they can make no laws binding 
the conscience but can only establish rules { 
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1934-86 depose from the ministry and suspend 
from the sacraments ministers merely for disobey- 
ing & mandate of their Assembly. The decrees 

inst these men Made no reference whatsoever 
to the Word of God. Now the footnote and the 
‘Bstatement of the text on page 84 are in strict 
yeeord with the USA practice and are utterly 
opposed to our practice. Moreover, they give us 
less local contro] than we now possess. 


For example, our 1947 Assembly requested each 
Synod to appoint a committee to study and make 
recommendations as to the proposed “Plan of Re- 
ynion.” One of the senior ministers of the Synod 
-Bof Alabama moved that this Assembly request be 
implemented by the appointing of the committee 
requested. The pro-union members of the Synod 
yoted down the motion. Now there is nothing so 
grave or serious about the brethren voting down 
an Assembly request or direction in a Southern 
Synod. But it is inconsistent for the pro-union peo- 
ple to have so voted when they are trying to put 
us into a union in which the higher courts will gov- 
ern the lower courts, 


Over against the Plan of Union with its provision 
that the higher courts govern the lower courts we 
place the sole Headship and Kingship of Christ as 
that is affirmed in the Southern Presbyterian 

‘eBook of Church Order, particularly chapier 11 
nd the paragraphs which implement this such as 
paragraphs 19, 58, 179. Our doctrine is that “It 
belongs to His (Christ’s) Majesty from His tnrone 
of glory, to rule and teach the Church, through 
His Word and Spirit by the ministry of men; thus 
mediately exercising His own authority, and en- 
forcing His own laws, unto the edification and 
establishment of His kingdom.” The Plan of Union 
(page 82) has radically changed this statement 

‘Bby inserting the word and before the phrase “by 
he ministry of men” and by omitting the phrase 
‘enforcing His own laws.”’ The Plan of Union thus 
eaches the fase doctrine that Christ is ruling the 
hurch when ministers act apart from His Word 
nd Spirit and according to laws that they have 
set up. 

Our Book says (par. 19): “The exercise of ec- 
lesiastical power whether joint or several, has the 
divine sanction, when in conformity with; the 
slatutes enacted by Christ, the lawgiver.” This is 
taken over into the 1943 Plan of Union, chapter 
», par. 9. But it is entirely omitted in the 1947 
Plan of Union. The omission is “stunningly sig- 
nificant.” Give the Drafting Committee just a 
zew more years to work on the matter and they 
will have succeeded in deleting the remaining relics 
of our grand testimony to the sole Headship and 
Kingship of Christ from the Plan of Union. In 
1943 the USA group were napping and somehow 
his paragraph slipped in. But now they are un- 
wuling to say that their government is to be 
Imited by the provision that it must be in con- 
ormity with the statutes enacted by Christ the 
awgiver and so 1947 deletes this paragraph. 


In the Plan of Union as in the USA Church the 
ower courts are to obey the behest of the higher 
ourts. One is not permiitted in the USA presby- 
ries to criticise the acts of their General As- 
embly. In our Church “every act of jurisdiction” 
by any and every court “is the act of the whole 
| burch performed by it through the appropriate 
tgan” (par. 60), Our System of graded courts 
§ not erected that the higher courts may make 
#"s and so govern the lower courts. Our courts 
m@*ve no lawmaking powers they are only courts 
We interpret the law of Christ given in the Holy 
ectiptures, Our graded system of courts is not set 


up to find “the collected wisdom and united 
voice of the whole Church” (is the Presbyterian 
body the whole Church?) but it is to maintain 
the authority of Christ speaking through His Word. 


Some years ago an able class in Church Policy 
drew up the following definition of our government: 


“Presbyterianism is a system of church 
government by courts composed of elders 
(presbyters) called of God through the suf- 
frage of His people. These courts and appel- 
late courts are so arranged as to represent 
the unity of the Church and to maintain the 


authority of Christ speaking through His 
Word.” 


Brethren, let us continue to maintain the authority 
of Christ speaking through His Word. Let us hold 
on to our testimony to His Sole Headship and 
Kingship over His Zion. Let us not exchange the 
mild yoke and easy burden of His governorship 


for a government of the Church by the higher 
courts! 
——___~<§— 


Letter From Dr. T. K. Young 


Memphis 4, Tenn. 


October 6, 1947. 
Dr. Henry B. Dendy, 


Editor, Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


In my capacity as general chairman of the group 
trying to preserve our Church’s affiliation with the 
Federal Council, I have written many letters. I 
sent one forth to the ministers recently that was 
signed “‘Assembly’s Committee.” It should have 
been signed “‘Assembly-wide Committee,” and that 
was my intention. The mistake was not discovered 
by me until I was faced with it in a meeting at 
Atlanta. The error could be unfair to those seek- 
ing our withdrawal. It indicated poor sportsman- 
ship and must seem to them a blow below the belt. 


I am profoundly grieved about the mistake. I 
sincerely apologize to every minister and elder of 
the Church for it. No one among us wants more 
than I that the contest be carried on with utmost 
fairness, with kindly good-will, and with persistent 
regard for the pride and integrity of each other 
that when it is passed we shall have increased mu- 
tual love and redoubled determination to work to- 
gether in those essential matters that continue to 
be our primary business, whether we are in the 
Federal Council or out of it. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Young. 

P.S.—Please give prominent place to this notice 
and apology if you can. 


Cain, Gallio & Co., Ltd. 


Regarding business enterprise the term limited 
pertains to responsibility: it is not different in 
connection with the subject above. This is a 
theoretical firm: there is no company by such 
name; yet the number of people who could belong 
properly as stockholders is appalling. Everyone 
knows about Cain, murderer, fratricide, insulting 
his Maker by blasphemously denying any responsi- 
bility in the crime. And Gallio was a pagan; he 
was an officer with obligations by reason of his 
position. But following the insurrection over the 
Apostle Paul, Gallio dismissed the Jewish com- 
plaints as not pertinent to his administration of 








Page 6 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Nov. 1, 1947 





Roman law, nevertheless allowing gross injustice 
in the beating of Sosthenes the chief ruler of the 
Synagogue, right before the judgment seat. He 
cared for none of those things, when in the light 
of his position, his intelligence, and his power, he 
should have meted out swift justice to the 
offenders. 


Here are two men, two illustrations, attitudes 
un-Christian, ungodly, illegal: “‘“Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” And “Gallio cared for none of those 
things.’’ What a great and widespread organization: 
“Cain, Gallio & Co., Ltd.” Limited, narrow, without 
conception of responsibility or acknowledgment of 
debtorship, going through life with no concern for 
the welfare of those about them, to whom by 
reason of their position, their knowledge, their 
relationship, they are under heavy and inescapa- 
ble obligation. 


The sad record of today’s frightful situation may 
be said to have begun in the thirties, when Japan 
on the flimsiest of pretexts, began ravishing China, 
neither we nor the League of Nations protesting: 
we were not China’s keeper! The League cared 
for none of those things! Next and logically came 
the spoilation of Ethiopia, when a son of royalty 
bragged about the thrill of mowing them down 
with the machine gun, the Emperor Haille Selassie’s 
pleas and tears to no avail. We weren’t the 
Ethiopian’s keeper: the powers of righteousness 
cared for none of those things, not enough to do 
anything to redress the crimes, to rebuke the 
criminal. Then came the guinea-pig test of German 
military might in Spain; and who cared? Who was 
Spain’s keeper? Then, the gentleman with the 
umbrella, and “peace in our time,” and Munich; 
then Panzerized and pulverized Poland! At last 
integrity was aroused; armed forces stepped in 
to stem the tide of vandalism and horror. But the 
undoing of Europe was begun. Did we care enough 
to save the patriot Mihailovitch from murder? 
Did not those who might have cared for these 
things, also have the obligation to hold Manchuria 
out of the claws of the Russian lion? How about 
the secret agreements at Yalta, and the betrayal, 
into the clutches of the Kremlin, of Poland, and 
Europe, North of Greece and Turkey! And does 
anyone feel responsible for giving the veto to 
Moscow, by which every constructive move for 
peace and economic stabilization of Middle Europe 
has been blocked? What about the infiltrations 
into the far East, and the fifth columns in the 
Americas and Asia, and Africa? And, lo and 
behold, those who refused to be their brother’s 
keeper, now see the world in a mess. Lands are 
torn, and peoples scattered, homeless, bleeding, 
weary, persecuted, hungry, cold, helpless, and all 
but hopeless, while still the Christian people re- 
main immobilized and inefficient in so great 
degree, Cain, Gallio & Co., Ltd.! What a company! 


But to whomever the fault is chargeable, this 
is the situation. No matter now. Here we are. One 
world: one maelstrom. We are all inextricably 
bound up together. And the sword of Damocles, in 
the atom’s power and the threat of germ warfare, 
hanging over our collective head. In the face of 
the facts, two arguments bid us do the extraord- 
inary, the impossible thing: First, selfish concern 
for our own welfare. None liveth to himself: we 
know that now. We are members one of another, 
no doubt here. It would be like saying of the ship 
on which we were: let her sink; it doesn’t belong 
to me, for us to hold off in this juncture. Second, 
our Christian obligation. Gallio did not know God: 
Cain refused Him honor and his brother aid. Like 


— 


the unjust judge, he who does not fear God, does 
not regard man. But we have the command of oy 
Lord, who died for man, Who yearns for may 
Who went about doing good, Who says: Give ye 
them to eat. So, the desperate and unparallele 
need combines with the Christian obligation, fq 
us to do something. Christian aid will alone answey: 
Christian help must be given. 











Here, our five points come to focus: Evangelism: 
that means for each one to set himself to wi 
others to the Savior, definitely, individually; jt 
can be done. Church attendance: and what a great 
gap is here to be filled! Where are the worshippers? 
They can be drawn to the House of God, Outposts: 
what Church too small to have at least one missioy 
point! Stewardship of all: for all is His! The 
seven and one-quarter million dollars over-ané. 
above. Now is the time for the impossible, the 
unprecedented. NOW! Sell your stock in Caiy 
and Gallio; buy in Andrew, Peter, and Pau!!! 

— R. F.G. 


The American Scientific 
Affiliation 


Several years ago a group of about ninety mer, 
all recognized in their respective fields because of 
their original contributions to science, organizeih 
the American Scientific Affiliation. ‘ 








These men are outstanding evangelical Chris} 
tians, banded together to bear witness to theif 
Christian faith and to properly evaluate scientifi) 
truth in the light of that faith. 


Several of these scientists are personal frienif 
of the writer and some months ago it was op 
privilege to read several of their extensive arti} 
cles, read at the first annual convention. 


The report of their second annual conventin§ 
has just come to hand and we take pleasure i 
printing it below. Theirs is a significant mov 
ment, one which is already bearing effective wi® 
ness in the scientific world. —L.N.B. 





“The Second Annual 
Convention Of The American 
Scientific Affiliation 


The second annual convention of the Ameri 
Scientific Affiliation was held on the campus 
Taylor University, Upland, Ind., August 27-28 
This organization consists of Christian men © 
science who have as their aim the correlation © 
the facts of science with the truths of Holy Serif 
tures. They promote and encourage the study 
the relationship between the facts of science al 
the Holy Scripture and the dissemination of t ; 
results of such studies. 


The meetings of this year were well attended ¥i 
members and friends from various parts of ™ 
United States. Although the activities of this gt 
were stated in September, 1941, National Conve 
tions were prohibited until last year when the inf 
convention was held on the campus of Wheal 
College, Wheaton, III, 


The meeting last month were under the leap 
ship of Mr. F. Alton Everest, E.E., of S#! 
Monica, Calif., the President of the Affiliatiof 
Dr. Irving A. Cowperthwaite, of Boston, Ma 
Chairman of the Program Committee; and 
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Wm. J. Tinkle, Upland, Ind., Chairman of the 
Local Committee. 


Papers on the following topics were presented by 
members of the Affiliation: 


“Pania’s Work On Bible Numerics.” 

“Extent Of Change Since The Origin Of 
Species.” 

“The Theory Of Evolution: A Product Of 
The Age.” 

“The Spiritual Interpretation Of Science By 
Jeans And Eddington.” 

“A Positive And Aggressive Christian Scien- 
tific Testimony For This Day.” 


Guest speakers were Dr, Francis R. Steele, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, who spoke on “The 
Christian Approach To The Student Mind,” and 
Dr. Cornelius Jaarsma, of Calvin College, who 
spoke on “Christian Theism And The Empirical 
Sciences.” 


Evening lectures which were open to the public 
were given by Dr. Cecil B. Hamann on “Scientific 
Confirmation Of The Bible,” and by President 
Everest on “The Moody Institute Of Science.” 
Both were well attended. In connection with the 
latter Mr. Everest gave the first public showing of 
a new film, “The God Of The Atom,” which in- 
cluded some beautiful shots of the Bakini Atoll 
Experiment. 


Discussion periods were devoted to the follow- 
ing topics: 


“Influencing The Unbelieving Scientist For 
God.” 
“Homology As 


j ” 


Design. 
“Dating The Rock Strata.” 


Evidence Of Evolution Or 


The Convention at Taylor University was another 
chapter in the history of the Affiliation which 
brought its membership closer together and stimu- 
lated their interest in a common cause. This organ- 
ization will soon have in print a symposium in 
which various fields of science are considered from 
a Christian point of view. 


The Third Annual Convention will most likely 
be held in August of 1948 in Grand Rapids, Mich.” 





Paul And His Joy In The Lord 


( Phil. 4:4) 


Joy seems to be the keynote of this Prison 
Epistle: sixteen times in these four short chapters 
We find “joy,” “rejoice,” “rejoicing.” 


_ How could a man like Paul be happy? If his 
Joy had been dependent upon, or caused by, his 
outward condition or circumstances, he might have 
still been a great man, but he never would have 
been a happy man: many of the world’s great 
men have been sad men. 


How could a man ever be happy if he has to 
Temember the “madness” of his early life; perhaps 
years wasted in sin. Would not memory and con- 
Science make sorrow a life-long companion? How 
can a prisoner rejoice? Yet we find Paul and 
Silas in this very city of Philippi singing with 
bleeding backs, and feet fast in the stocks. How 
can one be happy when his own people turn against 


and persecute him? Do those who have “thorns in 
the flesh” usually have smiles on their faces? 


No, Paul could never have written this letter of 
joy and rejoicing if his Source of joy had not been 
within. “The happiest person I ever saw,” said 
Bishop Ryle once, “was a little blind girl whom 
I met on a train. I soon found out that the reason 
she was happy was because she had found the 
Savior, and loved him.” 


The Source of Paul’s Joy was “The Lord.” 
In the Lord Jesus Christ he had found complete 
and full forgiveness for all his sins. He, as David, 
knew the “happiness of the man whose transgres- 
sion is forgiven and whose sin is covered.” Saul 
of Tarsus was a great sinner, and he knew it only 
too well. He was a different type from some great 
sinners, but no less a sinner: a persecutor of 
Christians; a persecutor of Christ; an unbeliever; 
a blasphemer. He was not a sinner wallowing in 
the gutter but a sinner shutting his eyes and 
closing his heart and even “shaking his fist in the 
face of God.” 


Paul saw what it cost to have his sins forgiven. 
He knew that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners of whom he was chief; he knew that 
Christ died for our sins; he knew that He “loved 
me and gave Himself for me.” 


Paul saw just as clearly the Grace of God in 
Christ; a grace that forgave, justified, saved, and 
filled with peace. Paul was a happy man because 
he knew that “God had blotted them out”; that 
all his sins were “under the blood,” and that he 
was free from this burden. 


In the Lord he also found a Friend and Com- 
panion. Any man can be happy if he has one true 
friend, and if that Friend is the Lord, then he is 
a “blessed” man, The Lord stood by him; the 
Lord and he suffered together; the Lord revealed 
things to him that it was not lawful to utter; the 
Lord was constantly giving great and glorious 
promises, Who would not be happy if, like Paul, 
he walked and talked with the King, and knew 
that the King was his Savior and Friend? 


In the Lord he found Supreme Satisfaction, 
both for this life and the life to come: “For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” He could 
live a happy life on earth, and spend a happy 
eternity with the Lord in heaven. The Lord gave 
him victory over sin and the flesh; the Lord 
solved his problems and guided his steps; the 
Lord bore his burdens and comforted his heart; 
the Lord had a home and a rich reward awaiting 
him. 

The Permanence of his joy: “always.” Most of 
us are happy today and gloomy tomorrow: we are 
on the mountain top today and in the valley 
tomorrow: we are singing one minute and sighing 
the next. If our joy depends upon our outward 
state or condition this cannot help but be true, 
but if our joy is “in the Lord,” then our joy re- 
mains, no matter which way the wind blows, as 
the Christian man explained the sign he had on 
his weather vane. 


The Importance of this Joy: “Again, I say, 
rejoice.’ The joyful Christian honors his Lord. 
A happy face is a fine testimony for Him. Nothing 
attracts like joy: all men wish to be happy: if we 
Christians have true joy in our hearts we will win 
many souls for Him. 





: 








Page 8 





A Japanese woman came to the head of one of 


our mission schools for girls and said: “You do not 
take any but beautiful girls into your school, do 
you?” When the missionary assured her that they 
took all kinds, she replied, “but all your people are 
beautiful.” 
these girls were taught to know and love Jesus, 
and this was what made them happy, the woman 
said, “I do not care about my girl becoming a 
Christian, but I do want her to go to your schooi 
and get that look on her face.” If unsaved people 
see a different look on our faces due to the in- 
dwelling Christ, they will be attracted to HIM. 


When it was explained to her that 


From his own experience Dr. Campbell Morgan 


told of a Yorkshire factory girl who had given 
herself to Christ. “As she was walking up and 
down the platform of a railway station, waiting 
for a train, her face became transfigured with a 
new joy. In a first-class carriage sat a lady of 
title, wealth, and culture. She saw the girl pass 
several times in front of the train, called to her 
and asked, ‘What makes you look so happy’? The 
girl told her simple story, and the result of the 
brief conversation was that this lady was led to 
the same Christ. 


“Heavenly Sunshine” in our hearts and faces 


will bring a rich blessing to sad and sinful men and 
women, —J.K.P 





Division Over Federal Council 
By Rev. W. H. McIntosh, D.D. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 
The discussion of the relationship of the Presby- 


terian Church in the United States to the Federal 
Council 
been going on in the General Assembly of our 
Church for more than thirty-five years. In this dis- 
cussion one fact has been demonsirated beyond the 
possibility of any doubt. That fact is that there is 
a serious division in our Church about the Federal 
Council. There may be room for debate as to the 
good or bad in the Council but there can be no 
debate about the fact that the division in our 
Church is an evil, and a growing and very serious 
evil. 


of Churches of Christ in America has 


We are all agreed that the visible Church of 


Christ is one and the same in all ages and in all 
places, and that it consists of ail those who make 
profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
together with their children. We affirm that this 
visible unity, though obscured, is not destroyed by 
its division into different denominations. Southern 
Presbyterians are not religious isolationists, and no 
informed person believes that they are. We are all 
agreed that on proper occasions and in legitimate 
undertakings we should join with other Churches 
in making manifest to the world this visible unity 
of the Church of Christ, 


We are all agreed also that the Church of our 


Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is a supernaturally 

established society of which He is the absolute 
~ King and only head. We believe that every man 
holding the office of Elder in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church has been called of Christ to be a 
ruler in this society, the Church. The constitution 
to which we pledged our allegiance at our ordina- 
tion is a solemn covenant with each other and with 
our King. 
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\ That constitution specifically forbids the Church 


jengaging in any secular or political activity what- 
ever. We believe, in short, in the unity of the vis- 
‘ible Church and are looking for opportunities to 
jmake that faith manifest. We believe in the ex- 
clusively spiritual mission of the Church; and many 
fields of endeavor are closed to us because for- 
bidden to the Church, as such. 


We, as a Church, are engaged in a large and 
very important enterprise, by virtue of our men- 
bership in an organization called the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. As 
sociated with us in that enterprise are some 
twenty-five other religious bodies, By means of this 
association with them we make manifest our belief 
in the unity of the Church. So far, so good—hut 
unity in what, according to our own constitution? 
Unity in defying the specific commands of our own 
King because of the nature of the things we are 
doing. Unity in doing what we solemnly professed 
we never would do. 


The representatives of the other Churches it 
the Council know how we interpret the doctrine of 
the spirituality of the Church. The General As 
sembly has on more than one occasion solemnly I 
formed them of it. In order to manifest our esteem 
for them we have violated what we solemnly a 
sured them were our sincere Christian convictions. 
As Christian brethren they ought to be ashamed t0 
ask us to violate our own cc"sciences. We have 
been in the Council too long to come out now with 
the respect of our associates. By coming ou 
promptly and finally we can at least cease to de 
serve their contempt. 
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The Books Of Hosea And Joel 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the nineteenth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J, Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The last twelve books of the Old Testament are 
commonly referred to as the Minor Prophets. This 
designation is at least as old as the time of Augus- 
tine, and has reference, not to the importance of 
the books, but to their length. It will be noticed 
that these books are far shorter than are the great 
“Major” Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah or Ezekiel. On 
the other hand, these short books are of tre- 
mendous value and importance. Their brevity does 
not one whit detract from their importance. 


Even before the time of Christ these twelve 
books were grouped together, and were sometimes 
spoken of as one book, being called “The Twelve” 
or “The Book of the Twelve Prophets.” Hosea may 
have been placed first among these books because 
it is the longest, but it is impossible to explain the 
arrangement of the other books. In the Greek 
translation known as the Septuagint, the first six 
books have the following order: Hosea, Amos, 
Micah, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah. 


The Book Of Hosea 


Hosea is mentioned as the son of Beeri, and was 
possibly an Israelite from the north. At least his 
mission seems to have been to Northern Israel, He 
speaks, for example, of “the land” in such a way 
as would show that he was speaking of the north, 
and throughout the book his words appear directed 
toward the northern kingdom. 


Hosea began his ministry during the reign of 
Jeroboam II of Israel. At this time Uzziah was on 
the throne of Judah. Thus, we may be safe in 
placing the beginning of Hosea’s ministry before 
749 B.C. He was thus earlier than Isaiah. Hosea 
declares that he received his revelations during the 
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham and Ahaz of the Judean 
Kingdom and during the days of Jeroboam the son 
of Joash of Israel. He is thus to be reckoned as 
one of the four great eighth century prophets. In 
Israel his contemporary was Amos, and in Judah 
his contemporaries were Isaiah and Micah. 


There is no sufficient reason for denying the au- 
thenticity of this prophecy, and the New Testa- 
ment well attests its Divine origin. The reader may 
compare Hosea 11:1 with Matthew 2:15; Hosea 
6:6 with Matthew 9:13 - 12:7; Hosea 10:8 with 
Luke 23:30; Hosea 2:24 with Romans 9:25; Hosea 


13:14 with I Corinthians 15:55; Hosea 1:6,9 - 2:24 
with I Peter 2:10, 


The prophecy divides itself into two principal 
parts, Chapters 1-3 and 4-14. 


The Marriage Of Hosea 


= studying the prophecy of Hosea the reader is 
almost immediately confronted with a problem of 
exceeding difficulty. The prophet begins his mes- 
sage by the announcement that the Lord has com- 
— him: “Go, take unto thee a wife of 
h oredom and children of whoredom: for the land 
ath committed great whoredom, departing from 


the Lord.” At first sight it oappene that Hosea is 
being commanded to do something that is wrong. 
In answer to the Lord’s command, Hosea relates 
that he married Gomer and that she bore him sev- 
eral children. Each of these children bore a sym- 
bolical name and was made the object of instruc- 
tion. For example, one of the children was called 
Lo-Ammi (i.e., not my people), and this name stood 
as a symbol] for the message of the Lord: “Ye are 
not my people.” 


Throughout these first three chapters of the pro- 
phecy there runs a tender strain of sadness. Chris- 
tian commentators, therefore, have paused to re- 
flect upon the precise meaning of the prophecy. 
According to some devout students of the Scrip- 
tures, we are to understand these things as actu- 
ally having taken place. Hosea did, therefore, ac- 
cording to this interpretation, actually marry a 
woman who was an adulteress, and she bore to him 
children which might bear the terrible name, chil- 
dren of whoredom. As each child was born, Hosea 
took the occasion to proclaim to the people the 
message which God had given him. For example, 
when Hosea’s little daughter was born, he called 
her name Lo-ruhammah (i.e., not has mercy been 
shown), and he took the occasion of her birth to 
announce to Israel: “I will no more have mercy 
upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take 
them away.” (Hosea 1:6). 


There is much to be said in defense of this lit- 
eral interpretation, For one thing, the prophecy 
reads as straightforward narrative. At first sight, 
we receive the impression that these things are to 
be understood as actually having taken place. It is 
perfectly understandable, then, that many Chris- 
tian expositors would regard the literal interpreta- 
tion as at this point correct. 


However, as one reflects further upon the pas- 
sage questions begin to arise in his mind, and 
these questions are of so arresting and compelling 
a nature that they cannot lightly be brushed aside. 
For one thing, if Hosea had actually married an 
adulterous woman, would he not_by that act have 
destroyed the effectiveness of his ministry? To 
make the matter plainer: When a present-day min- 
ister of the Gospel becomes entangled with a wo- 
man of loose character, do not people look askance 
at him? Do they not question the sincerity of his 
profession? So with Hosea. If he had actually mar- 
ried such a woman, would not people have refused 
to listen to him? This consideration is weighty, 
and it cannot lightly be brushed aside. Again, 
would not the time element have destroyed the 
effectiveness of the prophet’s message? A number 
of months would have elapsed before the birth of 
the first child. At the birth of this child the pro- 
phet would have spoken his message. Would not 
its continuity with the message which was uttered 
at the time of the prophet’s marriage have been 
destroyed? So much time would have elapsed that 
people would have forgotten what Hosea had pro- 
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claimed to them at the time of his marriage. Then, 
months must again elapse before the birth of the 
next child, and so on. These are only two of the 
compelling considerations which have caused many 
devout students of the Bible to ask whether as a 
matter of actual fact, we are to regard this ac- 
count as literal. 


















Consequently, in company with many Biblical 
students, the present writer has become more and 
more convinced that the entire episode has a sym- 
bolical significance, The entire message was re- 
vealed to the prophet, and the prophet related this 
revelation to the people. If this is the case, then 
we can immediately perceive the forcefulness and 
the effectiveness of the message. Read the first 
chapter of Hosea straight through, and you will 
discover that it makes upon you a powerful im- 
pression. It is forceful and direct. It portrays the 
love of God for the sinful and adulterous nation 
and reaches its climax in the announcement that 
the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the 
sea. 









This symbolical interpretation, of course, is not 
without difficulty, but it seems to be correct. In 
this connection we may note that again in 
Chapter III Hosea is commanded to marry, and it 
is not clear whether this woman is Gomer or not. 
There are good reasons for believing that this 
woman is Gomer. At any rate, the episode serves 
to reveal the tender love of Jehovah for His erring 
people, 


Upon the basis of these dramatic scenes in the 
first part of the book, the prophet engages in a 
tender exhortation to his people. The remainder of 
the book was for the most part delivered against 
the background of the threat of the Assyrian 
Empire. Hosea shows himself to be a man of deep 
feeling, and at times his anger against sin mani- 
fests itself in language that is harsh and some- 
what vehement. The language of the book is filled 
with beautiful imagery, as the prophet sets before 
the sinful nation the sublime love of the Lord. 


The Book Of Joel 


The second book of the Minor Prophets is that 
of Joel the son of Pethuel. Nothing more than this 
is known of the prophet himself. The book lends 
itself to the following analysis. 


1:1 - 2:17. Judgment over Judah Depicted by 
the Plague of Locusts. 


































1. The heading or superscription. 1:1. 


2. The plague of locusts. 1:2-20. The prophet 
may have derived his thought from an actual in- 
vasion of the locusts. These insects come _ into 
Palestine from the eastern desert and can cause 
great harm. The vivid description of the locusts in 
the first chapter, however, is evidently intended as 
a symbol for the armies which will invade and de- 
vastate the land of Palestine. 


3. The coming of the day of the Lord. 2:1-17. 
This is the day when the Lord shall visit His people 
in punishment. It is a day of dire distress, and this 
distress is symbolized by such statements as “the 
sun shall be darkened.” In the Old Testament 
there are two aspects to the “day of the Lord.” 
On the one hand it is a day in which the Lord shall 
gloriously triumph over al] that is evil and sinful. 
Thus it becomes a day of wrath and dread for sin- 
ners. At the same time it is a day of blessing and 
salvation for the elect. Thus, even in this present 
prophecy of Joel, in the midst of the description 








— 


of the day as a day of wrath, we read: “In Mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance.” 


2:18 - 3:21. The Day of Salvation. This day of 
salvation, let it be noted, is the work of God's 
grace, Of what, precisely, is the prophet speaking? 
When Joel announces the coming of the day of 
the Lord, he has primary reference, it would seem 
to the impending exile. This exile involved the de. 
struction of the outward form of the theocracy, It 
was known as the period of the Indignation. Byt 
there is a double reference to the prophecy, as we 
learn from the New Testament. The day of ven. 
geance appears also in the Advent of Christ. This 
is indeed judgment for the ungodly. The axe js 
now laid at the root of the trees. Included in this 
concept also, is the last day of judgment. But the 
day of the Lord also has reference to that day of 
deliverance which has appeared in Jesus Christ, 
Let it be noted that [Peter quoted from Joel on the 
day of Pentecost. When Joel uttered the words of 
2:32, for example, he was preaching the Gospel, 


The Date Of Joel 


Some critical scholars believe that the Book of 
Joel was written after the Babylonian exile and 
that it contains one of the earliest apocalypses, 
The present writer is not convinced by the argu. 
ments which are employed to defend this position. 
While it is impossible to assert definitely when 
Joel did actually prophesy, yet there is good rea 
son to believe that he uttered his message during 
the eighth century, and before the time of Ahaz, 
possibly during the reign of Joash. For one thing 
the enemies of the people which Joel mentions are 
not the Assyrians, Babylonians and Syrians who 
later came to the fore, but the Phoenicians and 


the Philistines, the Egyptians and the people of 


Edom. The position of the book in the Canon, inm- 
mediately after Hosea and before Amos seems to 
imply that Joel belongs to the pre-exilic period. 
There is also evidence to show that Amos employed 
some of the language of Joel, and the language 
and style seem to belong to the classical period of 
Hebrew literature. Hence, we are probably not far 
wrong if we regard Joel as belonging to the eighth 
century B.C. some time before Ahaz was on the 
throne of Judah. 


The prophecy of Joel is short, but it is of tre 
mendous importance. It will serve to remind the 
reader, as can few Old Testament books, of the 
awfulness of the approaching time when the Holy 
God will judge the nations. And against the back 
ground of judgment, it sets forth the tender ar- 
nouncement of deliverance and salvation. May we 
read this book with gratitude that we have exper 
ienced the salvation of which the prophet speaks 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 16: Building 
Christian Character 


Scripture: II Peter; Jude; Luke 2:40-52. De- 
votional Reading: Matthew 5:3-16. 


Both in II Peter and in Jude we have a dark 
background of wicked men who are doing all 
they can to tear down Christian Character. These 
men—false and licentious teachers—who follow 
the way of Balaam, the corruptor of the Israe- 
lites, will be fearfully punished, The Day of the 
Lord is coming in which they will be summarily 
dealt with. 


In contrast to this dark picture we have the 
exhortation to contend earnestly for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, and to continue 
to grow in grace and knowledge, and build up our 
most holy and precious faith. 


We might dwell for a long time upon these 
dangerous and destructive forces of evil, which 
are as powerful now as in the days of Peter and 
Jude. Paul tells us that evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse. But in our limited 


| space we will confine our study to the construc- 





fate 


tive side of our lesson, as suggested by our 
topic. 

For convenience we wish to divide our treat- 
ment into three parts: Precious Faith; Precious 
Promises; Precious Character. 


_ Precious Faith: I] Peter 1:1-3. The Salutation 
is very beautiful. Peter calls himself “a slave and 
apostle of Jesus Christ.”” Peter was the chief of 
the apostles until Paul stepped into the place of 
leader, and yet he calls himself a “slave,” as Paul 
s0 frequently does. The term “apostle” means 
“sent one”: both Peter and Paul were in business 
for their Lord, 


His description of a Christian is very striking 
and instructive: “those who have obtained an 
equally precious faith with us in the righteousness 
of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” (This is best 
reading: see margin of K. J. Version and R. S. V.) 
This is another of the many proofs of the full 
deity of Christ: our Savior is God. 


All faith is precious—even our faith in each 
other in the Home, in Business, in Social re- 
lationships, in the Nation. Our whole economic, 
— and political structure is built upon faith. 
t is therefore reasonable and necessary that 
our relationship to God should be built upon a 
“ foundation. He that comes to God must 
‘ leve that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
hose that seek Him. Our faith is not in the 


righteousness or ability of men, but in the righte- 
Ousness of Christ. ' , 


“On Christ, the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.” 


theorace and peace can be multiplied unto us 
3 thao such a faith, and we are given all things 


pertain unto life and godliness. Jude calls 


it our most holy faith, and urges us to “earnest- 
ly contend” (agonize) for it. Such a faith is worth 
contending for: it is a precious possession. 


Modernism, which is so old that it began in 
the Garden of Eden, is a fifth column attack upon 
our precious faith—the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints. It used to be true that our 
worst enemies were outside the church—men like 
Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll: now we have men in 
the. guise of preachers who seem to take pride in 
their doubts, They seek to destroy our precious 
faith from within by attacking those funda- 
mental truths so plainly taught in the Scripture 
—the inerrancy and plenary (verbal) inspiration 
of the Bible, the Real Diety of Christ and His 
Substitutionary Atonement, the Bodily Resur- 
rection of our Lord, and all other miracles. Our 
faith ceases to be precious; it is turned to 
Rationalism, when these great doctrines are doubt- 
ed. Faith that is precious is faith in the Super- 
natural. 


We are not believing or following “cunningly 
devised fables.”” Peter was an eye-witness to one 
of the greatest of these miracles, the transfigura- 
tion of Christ, The word of prophecy has been 
made sure; our precious faith rests upon the clear- 
est of evidence. 


Precious Promises: II Peter 1:4. “Exceeding 
great and precious promises.” “Precious and splen- 
did.” What makes a promise “precious and splen- 
did’”’? 


(1) The character, ability, and willingness of 
the one making it. Some promises are not worth 
a cent: even those made by nations are often but 
“a scrap of paper.” The promises of God are guar- 
anteed by His character, His power, His love, 
His grace: the God who cannot lie has promised, 
and confirmed that promise by an oath. 


(2). The Contents of the promise: one may 
promise you a dollar, another a thousand dollars: 
the latter is the larger promise. These promises 
of God have everything we need: full and free 
forgiveness; His abiding presence; the riches of 
His grace; the unsearcheable riches of Christ; 
Eternal Life; An inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, unfading. 


Let us notice that through these promises we 
(1) become partakers of the divine nature. That 
in itself is a most comprehensive promise, for it 
assures us of oneness with Him. (2) We escape 
the corruption that is in the world, Both Peter 
and Jude describe this ,‘corruption” in a most 
vivid and dramatic way (See Judge and II Peter 
2, and part of 3). 


Remember that all these promises of God are 
“Yea” and “Amen” in Christ. They are ours if 
we will claim and appropriate them. 


Precious Character: II Peter 1:5-11. Christian 
character is a process: we are to “grow”; to 
“Build”; to “Add.” Someone has called this passage 
‘Sanctified Arithmetic.” “Do your best to add” 
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is an earnest injunction to use our arithmetic. We 
have “precious faith and “precious promises’: 
we are to build upon them a precious character. 
We find this character delineated for us in these 
verses, and what a marvelous picture it is of a 
noble man or woman! 


Add to faith virtue (manliness). Men of faith 
are manly men. We talk a great deal about “‘super- 
men.” The only super-men are the men of faith. 
We find a list of some of them in Hebrews 11: 
we could add many more names to this list, but 
none would be doubters: the ranks of infidels and 
skeptics do not furnish heroes. Faith bears fruit 
in “manliness”; Paul said in the storm, “I be- 
lieve God.” 


To manliness, knowledge. Remember, we are 
building on faith: keep the foundation always 
before us. The unbelieving, ungodly philosophy of 
the world is not knowledge; it is mere guess- 
work; true knowledge begins in faith. The knowl- 
edge of the world often “puffs up’; knowledge 
which grows from faith and manliness, “builds 
up. 


The knowledge, self-control, which is real tem- 
perance as applied to the whole man. To “know 
thyself” and then to “control thyself’; these are 
splendid traits of character. 


To self-control, steadfastness, (patience). It has 
been called ‘“Stick-at-ive-ness’’; the ability to not 
grow weary in well-doing, to not faint, to never 
give up until the race is run. 


To steadfastness, godliness (piety). This word, 
“godliness,” or “Godlikeness,” is a great word. To 
be God-like, or Christ-like is the highest tribute 
that can be paid a man, for Christ is the Ideal 
Man, the Perfect Man; in Him all the traits of 
character that are best are perfectly blended. 


To godliness, brotherly love. We Christians are 
to love all men, but we are to love one another 
with a pure heart, fervently. Satan has gotten in 
some of his most diabolical work at this point. We 
have only to read Church History, and a book 
like Fox’s Book of Martyrs, to realize this, and 
to feel a blush of shame as we see what awful 
things have been done, and what devil-like hatred 
has been manifested in the name of religion and 
the Church. 


“Love Itself”: here is the peak of Christian Char- 
acter. Love goes far beyond the family; it reaches 
out to a lost world of sinners: “the love of Christ 
constraineth us to “go and tell’ all nations about 
Him and His love for them. Like our Saviour, we 
are to be “moved with compassion.” 


The Christian who has such a character will be 
neither barren or unfruitful. “Barren orthodoxy” 
. misnomer; unbelief is “barren,” not true 
aith. 


In II Peter 3:18, we are told, not to be led 
astray, or fail, but “grow.” 


_ How Precious is such a character! Are we build- 
ing with “gold, silver, precious Stones’? 


a 


Lesson For Nov. 23: The 
Way Of Love 


Scripture: I John 1-3; John 21:15-22. Devotional 
Reading: I Corinthians 13, 


The noble catalog of Christian Virtues in oy 
last lesson ended with “Love itself.” We want 
to study “love itself’ today, and it is a marvel. 
lous study, for love is “the greatest thing in the 
world” in many respects. 


We could easily devote all of our space to our 
Devotional Reading—that matchless “Poem of 
Love” written by the apostle Paul, the great think. 
er and theologian, the man with a heart of love, 
In this chapter Paul shows the absolute necessity 
for Christian Love: all other gifts are worthless 
without it—eloquence, prophecy, faith, knowl. 
edge, good works, martyrdom. He breaks love up 
into all its beautiful parts and spreads them be. 
fore us like the colors of a rainbow, Christian 
Love is a permanent possession like faith and hope, 
but, “the greatest of these is LOVE.” 


One of the main thoughts emphasized in I John 
is “Fellowship”—fellowship of Christians with one 
another; fellowship of all with God and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. The way of such fellowship is 
pre-eminently “The Way of Love,” but there are 
other traits of character which are also very im- 
portant. Let us examine some of these before we 
come to the main topic: 


Fellowship Means Walking in the Light: I John 
1:5-2:2. God is Light, and if we have fellowship 
with Him we must walk in the light. How can two 
walk together except they be agreed? If we walk 
in the light as He is in the light we have fellow- 
ship one with another and the blood if Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. There 
must be this cleansing for there is sin in us all 
and this sin must be confessed and forgiven. The 
atonement of Christ is sufficient for the sin of 
the whole world. Sin separates us from God and 
this sin must be removed before we can walk 
together in the light. 


Fellowship Means Keeping His Commandments: 
I John 2:3-8. Obedience is a proof of our love 
and a condition of our fellowship with Him. Both 
the old and the new commandment require us to 
love our brethren: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God—tThou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


We are saved by grace through faith; we cat 
not buy or earn salvation; but if we are really 
saved—born from above—we will seek to do the 
will of our Father in heaven, Disobedience is a sure 
mark of our not having fellowship with Him. “He 
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also 
to walk, even as He walked. 


Fellowship Means Separation from the World: 
I John 2:13-29. “Love not the world”: these words 
form a ringing challenge to the child of God, This 
does not mean that we are not to love the many 
good and beautiful things in Nature which declare 
to us the glory of God. But “the world” as a whole 
is dominated by the wicked one: “lies in the lap 
of the devil,” who is the “god of this world, the 
prince of the power of the air.” Sin is rampant 
this world of ours: this world is no friend to gratt 
to lead us on to God. 


We are to overcome the wicked one. Back of 
the sin and shame of our world is a person, ovr 
adversary, the devil. He is powerful, cunning, 
active, cruel. His power is limited and restrained, 
especially now since our mighty Champion has 
bound the strong man and spoiled his house, bit 
he still rules in the hearts and lives of the ber 
majority of mankind. We are not to love the wo 
as dominated by this usurper, who will one day 
chained in the bottomless pit. 
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We are not to love the things of the world; the 
world; the lust of the flesh, (our old unregenerate 
human nature—what Paul calls “the old man), 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. (Notice 
how this corresponds to what Eve “saw”.) The 
world is full of snares and temptation. It is easy 
for the world to get into our hearts, and into the 
Church. It was a sad day for the Church when 
under Constantine the Great the world and the 
church got together, This was the beginning of 
the decline of the spirituality of the church and 
a forerunner of the “Dark Ages” of Church His- 
tory. It is a sad day for the individual Christian 
when he lets the world into his heart. 


There are not only evil deeds in the world, but 
evil doctrine. There are many “anti-christs” in 
the world, men who teach wrong doctrines and 
practice wrong principles. Conduct is based upon 
belief, Who is a liar, but he that denieth that 
Jesus is the Christ? 


Our only basis of fellowship with the Father is 
through Jesus Christ His Son. When we try to have 
“Christian” fellowship with Unitarians and Jews 
who still deny Him, His Messiahship and deity, 
are we not compromising with one of the most 
deadly and shameful doctrines in the world? Of 
course we are to love these blinded unbelievers, 
but we cannot join hands with them, and thereby 
lower our flag in the face of the enemies of Christ. 


Fellowship Means Love: I John 2:9-11; 3. Love 
makes us very jealous of the good name of our 
Lord, as we have already seen. 


We love because He first loved us: love began 
with God; “God so loved the world’—‘He loved 
me and gave Himself for me.” He loved us enough 
to make us His children. If we are His children, 
then we ar- to keep sin out of our hearts and 
lives. He that is born of God does not—cannot— 
habitually commit sin; does not live in sin; for His 
seed remaineth in him and he cannot sin because 
he is born of God. (For a most satisfactory ex- 
planation of I John 1:8-10 compared with 1 John 
3:6-9, see note in the New Analytical Edition of 
the Bible). Love acts as the great purifier: it 
keeps us from sin. 


It also marks us off as God’s children. ““We 
know that we have passed from death unto life 
because we love the brethren.” We cannot say, 
“I love God,” and hate our brother, 


Love is an active principle; we love in deed 
and in truth. If any of the Christian family are 
in need, we feel moved to help them. 


Faith and love are linked together; we must 
believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another. This is God’s command, and the 
only way we can have fellowship with Him is to 
keep this commandment. In this way we know 
that He abideth in us, 


We might turn our outline around and say: the 
Way of Love makes us Walk in the Light; Keep 
His Commandments; Separate ourselves from the 
World. In this Way we have fellowship with God 
and with our fellow-Christians. 


_ Peter Tested for Love: John 21:15-22. This most 
interesting and instructive interview between the 
Risen Christ and His erring, but repentant apostle 
is recorded only by John. We are very familiar 
With the whole incident, but let us refresh our- 
selves, stir up our minds by remembering some 
of its outstanding lessons. 
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that is to be! 
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OTHING can better express the joy of 

Christmas than the music of beautiful 
bells. Borne through the skies on golden 
wings, it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the happiness that 
dwells there. 


That has been true down through the cen- 
tures: the darkness of doubt and selfishness 
has ever vanished before the brilliance of 
the Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, too, multitudes 
have hearkened to bells, and to carillons— 
and this love of bell music has never waned. 
Why not plan to thrill your community with 
the sweetest bell music ever heard—the music 
of CARILLONIC BELLS, Inquire about this 
modern carillon now if installation by Christ- 
mas is desired, Write Dept. SP-19. 


ELECTRONICS, inc 


NX 





SELLERSVILLE, PA, 


CARILLONIC BELLS » TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS » ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS SOUND BISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS» CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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The thrice-repeated question, ““Lovest thou Me”? 
is a most vital question. We may have a cold 
intellectual sort of faith without much love. We 
can believe without much love, but we cannot 
LOVE without believing; so that even when we 
acknowledge that Faith is the foundation grace, 
still Love is what makes Faith a living reality: 
Faith works, by love, and a dead faith is no faith. 


The three-fold answer of Peter and his grief 
as he remembered, no doubt, his threefoeld de- 
nial, has its lesson for us. The use of the two dif- 
ferent words for “love,” also have been com- 
mented upon time and again. 


Our Savior’s Command to Peter, “Feed My 
sheep,” “Feed My lambs” is one that ought to be 
constantly remembered and practiced by us all. 
Love makes us good shepherds, as love made Him 
the Great Shepherd. Love makes us care for the 
sheep and the lambs—all who are in the sheep- 
fold, 


If our Master should test us as He tested Peter, 
would we stand the test? The fault found in the 
Church at Ephesus was that they had “left their 
first love’; “You no longer love Me as you did 
at first.” May each one of us search our own 
souls and see where we stand in this most im- 
portant matter! 





Lesson For Nov. 30: The Proof 
Of A Christian 


Scripture: I John 4-5; II John; Acts 4:1-13. 
Devotional Reading: Romans 8:1-11. 


How can I know that I am a child of God? 
The assurance of salvation is a most blessed ex- 
perience, and one to be sought. The proof, or 
proofs, may not be exactly like those in a problem 


in algebra or geometry, but they are just as re- 
liable. 


The proof of a Christian according to Paul in 
Romans 8:1-11, (Dev. R.) is having the Spirit of 
Christ and walking after the Spirit. The unre- 
generate man walks after the flesh—his old carnal 
nature; the regenerate man walks after the 
Spirit. He has been born again and is following 
the leadership of the Spirit Who implanted the 
new nature within him. If we turn to Galatians 
5:22 we find that the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance, 


John gives substantially the same proof, but 
in different language. 


1. Some proofs in I John 4-5: Testing the spirits: 
4:1-6. “Believe not every spirit.” This is a most 
needed warning today. There were many evil 
spirits in Christ’s day; there are many now. There 
are other so-called “‘gospels,” which are not an- 
other. What is the proof that we have the Spirit of 
God rather than some false spirit? It is very simple: 
“every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that 
confesseth not—is not of God.” We must test them 
by their attitude towards Christ. 


This test still holds. Many false teachers are in 
the world: they were beginning their attacks upon 
Christ while John was alive and have continued 
these ever since. They have centered these around 
His Person, some denying His deity, some His 
humanity; His Atoning work on the cross, ad- 
vancing all sorts of confusing and _ misleading 
theories of the Atonement; His Bodily Resurrec- 
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tion, some denying this and some explaining jt 
away; His Return in glory to judge the world, 


The right belief about Christ is essential to sal. 
vation: let us beware of any “spirit” that belittle 
our Savior. 


Loving one another: 7-21.” God is love”: there. 
fore everyone that loveth—with the same sort of 
love—is born of God and knoweth God. His love 
for us came before our love to Him. He proved 
His love by sending His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins, 


If God so loved us we ought to love one an. 
other. We cannot see God, but we can see His 
children, and if we love them it is proof that we 
love God. Have we searched our hearts with this 
question: do I really love my fellow Christians? 
Heathen nations look on the sad spectacle of two 
nominally Christian nations at each others throats 
in a bloody war, and derisively remark, “how 
these Christians hate one another.” The pages 
of Church History are full of quarrels between 
different parties in the Church, or denomina- 
tions; of persecutions galore, of wars waged even 
in the name of the Church; of injustice and op- 
pression; of self-seeking and pride. Where is the 
proof that we are really the children of God? 
Sometimes in the same church there are those who 
will hardly speak to one another. These things 
ought not so to be. 


There is the bright side to this picture, and this 
proves that there are real Christians all over the 
world, In the last war, Christian Germans and 
Christian Americans were praying for each other, 
as was true in all the countries at war. Whenever 
the call comes for help, Christians respond most 
generously. The spirit of unselfish sacrifice 
abounds. 


This is indeed one of the best proofs of belong- 
ing to Christ, and John keeps reverting to it and 
re-emphasizing it. It needs to be taken to heart by 
us all, for the Spirit of God and of Christ is the 
Spirit of LOVE. “If a man say, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar.’”? These are strong 
words. In fact, this whole passage is one to ponder 
upon our knees. 


Believing that Jesus is the Christ: 5:1-12. “Who- 
ever that believeth—is born of God,” or as Paul 
said to the Philippian jailor, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” How cat 
we know that our faith is a “living faith?” Living 
faith makes us love one another: faith and love g0 
hand in hand: the two are inseparable twins. A 
living faith obeys—keeps His commandments, A 
living faith overcomes the world: “this is the Vit 
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
This faith is built upon the witness of God, and 
the witness we have in our own spirits. 


Faith lays hold upon Christ, and in Him we have 
life. He states the whole matter in a nutshell in 
verse 12: “He that hath the Son hath life, and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” “As 
many as received Him to them gave He pow?! 
(the right) to become the sons of God, even 1 
them that believe on His name” etc. (see Joh 
1:12-13) John writes these things that we may 
know that we have eternal life and that we ma) 
believe on the name of the Son of God. 


This confidence leads to great boldness in pray: 
er, and to a life free from the dominion of sin: the 
wicked one touches him not, 
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II. Proofs From II John. In this beautiful letter 
written by John to a Christian mother about her 
home and children, we have some words which 
John uses to prove that we are the children of 
God. These words are: Truth—Love—Obedience, 
(walking after His commandments),—Joy. If we 
walk in truth, love each other, are filled with the 
spirit of obedience, experience fuJlness of Joy, 
then we are surely God’s children. 


He warns this mother against the deceivers who 
have gone out into the world and says that she 
js not to allow them to enter her house or bid 
them Godspeed. God’s children jealously defend 
the faith and guard themselves against error of 
any sort. 


Ill. Proofs from Acts 4:1-13. What marks do 
we see as We look at these early Christians? 


We have already seen their great love for each 
other in Acts 2:41-47, as they shared their posses- 
sions and enjoyed sweet fellowship in worship. 


In the verses before us we see some additional 
proof: 


(1) They stood firm in the face of persecution: 
were rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer for His sake, They were filled with a spirit 
of courage and “boldness.” 


(2) They were filled with the Holy Spirit. This 
was the reason for their boldness. and also for 
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their knowledge of the Scripture. Peter was con- 
stantly quoting, explaining, and applying the Old 
Testament Scripture. 


(3) They were outspoken and fearless in their 
testimony. They believed, and were not ashamed 
of their faith in Christ, Who died for their sins 
and had risen again from the dead. They asserted 
this great truth: “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under 
a given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 


(4) “They had been with Jesus.” This was liter- 
ally true. They were His disciples; they had re- 
ceived from Him the wisdom they needed. This 
can be true of each of us: we can spend time with 
Him, and people will see His image reflected 
in our faces and lives. 


“Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
Hold O’er my being Absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit Till all shall see— 

Christ only, always, Living in me.” 


These are some of the proofs of our being Chris- 
tians. May God grant us full and sweet assurance 
of our salvation as We examine our hearts, and 
remember that if these proofs are found, it is be- 
cause of the exceeding riches of His grace, for by 
grace are we saved through faith, and that, not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God. 











Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Nov. 16: Presbyterians And Methodists 
Introduction 


The Methodist Church was not one of the Re- 
formation Churches. In fact the founder of the 
church, John Wesley, never had any idea of found- 
ing a church when he began his movement and 
never made any attempt to do so until forced to 
by circumstances. 


John Wesley was an ordained priest in the 
Church of England. He was very diligent in his 
religious duties but he had no real peace and 
passion. He was very concerned about the cold, 
dead formalism of religion in his day. Then one 
day he came into a heart warming experience in 
which he received the assurance that he was truly 
a child of God, and for fifty-three years he went 
about England as an itinerant evangelist. When 
the established church refused to make way for 
the new life and enthusiasm of the new converts 
the Methodist Church was established. 


This experience that sent John Wesley into 
evangelistic work has been the key to the Method- 
ist church beliefs and program ever since. The 
Methodist church has always placed the emphasis 
on experience rather than on doctrine. 


Let us take a look at some of things that we 
actually hold in common, and see how we can be- 
gin so close together and yet get pretty far apart 
by a different emphasis, 





Comparison Of Common Beliefs 


1. The Bible 


Both these great churches recognize the Bible as 
the Word of God and as the source of our re- 
ligious knowledge. 


(a) Methodists believe that the Bible is a record 
of man’s search after God and of God’s dealings 
with men. It is a book of life, written by capable, 
inspired men who showed how God progressively 
led His people through generations and centuries 
into the full light and truth. Inspiration was not 
of the Scriptures but of the men who wrote them. 
But the Methodist church has emphasized experi- 
ence and has left men free to choose this view 
af the Bible or to choose the other view that 
emphasizes the inspiration of the Bible as a whole 
rather than the inspiration of the men. 


(b) Presbyterians have admitted that the men 
were inspired, but they have also emphasized that 
the result of that inspiration is the whole Bible, 
which does contain a system of truth and which 
is the only rule for faith and practise, 


2. The Sacraments 


Both churches admit that there are only two 
sacraments ordained by Christ for His church— 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 


(a) Baptism and the Supper for the Methodist 
are outward signs of and inward experience and 
of a renewed dedication to God in Christ. 











(b) Baptism and the Supper for the Presby- 
terian are not only signs of what God has done, 
a confession of experience, but also a seal in which 
God honors the act by literally sealing to the life 
of the participant the benefits of the act sym- 
bolized—the work of the Spirit in baptism and 
the work of Christ in the Supper. 


3. Church Government 


There are differences in the mechanics of church 
government, for ours is a Presbyterian system 
where the government of the church is carried out 
by courts to which elected officers, lay and minis- 
terial, go; while the Methodist order is episcopal, 
depending on graded orders of clergymen. But 
there is one difference that is fundamental in 
approach. 


(a) The Methodist thinks first of the church as 
a living organism, and as the organism grows the 
organization must grow to meet the new needs. 
Thus the Methodist church has never felt bound 
by any order of church government that has any 
apostolic sanction, feeling that perhaps the roots 
of several forms were present in the first century, 
thus the organization has grown and developed 
with the church. The basic idea is that the church 
is competent under the Spirit of Christ to de- 
termine her government and the order of her min- 
istry. 


(b) The Presbyterian, on the other hand, has 
always approached the matter from the standpoint 
that the Church is a living organism but that 
Christ and the apostles have set down the basic out- 
line of the organization that this organism is to 
take as it grows and that Christ has set in His 
church, according to the Scripture, the teaching 
elder, the ruling elder, and the deaconr. 


4. The Results 


These points may seem at their origin to be 
merely differences of emphasis, but they result 
in changing the whole impact of a church upon 
men and society. Take the two following to illus- 
trate: 


(a) Down through the years the Methodist 
Church, because of its emphasis on experience, has 
emphasized the responsibility of man to work out 
his own salvation, even to the place where man has 
to keep himself saved by his own good works. 
Whereas in the ‘Presbyterian view God has been 
given the supreme place and thus in our message 
we have placed emphasis upon the Sovereignty of 
God in salvation, and in other matters as well. 


(b) Because of the Methodist emphasis on ex- 
perience and freedom of doctrine those of a liberal 
persuasion of mind in doctrinal matters have forged 
to the fore in the church, and because of the 
emphasis on man’s responsibility to work out mat- 
ters the modern social movement has gained great 
headway in the church. The Methodist Church 
was one of the first great churches to adopt a 
Social Creed. But our Presbyterian emphasis has 
been on the system contained in the Bible so that 
we have been a confessional church and liberals 
have made slow going in the church, and because 
of our emphasis on the program of God as con- 
tained in the Scriptures we have been slow to 
adopt modern programs for bringing in the King- 
dom. Thus the United Methodist Church has had a 
social creed since 1940, but our church is now di- 
vided into two opposing camps on the question of 
whether we should go all out for the kind of social 
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program advocated by the liberal groups or ¢op. 
tinue to emphasize the faith and depend upon jndj. 
vidual Christians making their Christian impact by 
personal, social responsibility. Be sure to remen. 
ber, though, that we both believe that a Christian 
does have a social responsibility and that faith 
without works is dead. 


Notes 


The above material concerning the Methodists 
was taken from “Methodism in Belief and Action” 
by Bishop John M. Moore. Our own Confession of 
Faith is authority for our belief. In this program 
Wwe have a chance to see how two groups may 
recognize the Bible as the Word of God, yet by 
different approaches actually we be traveling jn 
opposite directions. Which approach is correct? 
Can a man choose what suits him? Man, then, js 
the measure of the truth. Can the church say? 
Churches are made up of men and their councils 
do err. We broke away from that in the Reforma- 
tion. Shall modern knowledge decide? If it does 
then reason, not revelation, reigns. It seems that 
the only sensible approach to the Bible is to ap. 
proach it from its own point of view. In this pro. 
gram you could study the two different churches, 
point out their common beliefs but difference of 
approach and then study a passage of Scripture to 
get the Scripture’s point of view concerning itself. 
For instance you might use 2 Timothy 3:14-11, 
discussing how far reaching is the purpose ex- 
pressed in the words “that the man of God may be 
completely equipped.” 





Nov. 23: Presbyterians And Episcopalians 
Introduction 


In so far as what the eye can see in architec- 
ture, vestment, and liturgy the Episcopal church 
seems at first glance to be farther away from the 
Protestant churches and closer to the Catholic 
churches than any other. 


This observation becomes very interesting when 
we notice that the Episcopalians will tell you that 
their Church is Catholic yet Protestant, primitive 
yet Reformed. And yet it is all that in truth. 


The Protestant Episcopal Church in America 
traces its origin back to the Church of England. 
The Church of England was begun by missionaries 
in the second century. The Church in England had 
many ups and downs through the centuries, but the 
Roman Catholic Church succeeded in getting con- 
trol of the Church for the first time in the days 
of King John but the yoke was never popular with 
the people. When Henry the VIII shook off the 
yoke of the papacy for his own purposes the peo- 
ple followed him because they had never wanted 
to be under that yoke in the first place, Except 
for this brief period in which the Church was 
under Rome the Church of England was indepel- 
dent and recognized as its only head the Arcl- 
bishop of Canterbury. Many of the first settlers 
of our country were from the Church of England 
and they brought the Church over with them. At 
the time of the American Revolution these churches 
also broke with the mother Church and became 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of today. 


The Episcopal Church in its belief concerning 
the great cardinal doctrines of the faith about the 
Bible, God, Jesus Christ, and salvation agree wit 
that truth to which we all agree and which 
expressed in the great creed, such as the Apostle’ 
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Creed. The Episcopal church differs from ours 
mainly in their ideas of the clergy and the worship 
of the church. 


——o——. 


Nov. 30: What's Different 
1. The Clergy 


As the Church began to grow in the early days 
the twelve Apostles could not carry on the work 
and preach in all these congregations. Other lead- 
ers had to be chosen. 


(a) Episcopalians say that these twelve chose 
certain Godly men out of each congregation and 
ordained them priests to be in charge over their 
respective congregations, and before these died off 
they ordained other men, and they in turn so that 
the succession has come on down unbroken to our 
own day, and those who are ordained by proper 
authorities enter the Apostolic Succession and are 
thereby bonafide ministers of Christ’s flock. 


(b) Presbyterians believe that Christ has made 
all those who believe to be priests who are re- 
sponsible to carry on the work of the Church, and 
since all these can’t do the entire work they, led 
by the Spirit, elect some to be preaching elders, 
some ruling elders, and some deacons in the Church 
to carry out specific duties. There is no clergy set 
apart to be a different order from the laity. All 
are priests under the living Christ, the great High 
Priest, and all have different duties, according to 
the mind of the Spirit made known in the fellow- 
ship of believers, 


2. The Worship 


(a) The Episcopalians have their order of wor- 
ship set down very rigidly in their “The Book of 
Common Prayer.” In that book services for every 
Sunday of the year are set down in great detail, 
with prayers, hymns and Scripture readings. Many 
of the prayers are very beautiful and inspiring and 
the Scripture portions for the different Sundays 
of the Church year are excellently chosen. But the 
worshipper is bound to the form of service as set 
down, and the form must be conducted by a priest 
who is in the true apostolic succession. 


(b) Presbyterians believe in carefully planned 
services, with dignity and order, but we also be- 
lieve in freedom of expression and form and the 
right of any believer to conduct the services. 


Notes 


The authority for the above statements is “The 
Episcopal Church,” a pamphlet published by The 
Forward Movement of the Episcopal Church and 
“The Book of Common Prayer.” 


To see the Biblical emphasis on God’s ministry 
of the church you should study such passages as 
I Peter 2:9-10; Rev. 1:5-6; Romans 10:5-17; Acts 
6:1-6. And on worship study John 4:19-24; Eph. 


5:18-20. 
About A Christian? 


Introduction 


The word “Christian” is one of the most abused 
and misunderstood words in our language. As we 
come to the end of our study of the different de- 
nominations of the Christian Church we should 
come to some clear understanding as to just what 
we ought to be as Christians and what a church 
ought to be as a Christian church. 


The word “Christian” was not applied by God to 
His children or to His church. It is a word that 
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was applied by the non-Christians of Antioch to 
the group of people in their midst whom they 
saw worshipping Christ and serving Him. (Acts 
11:26). Perhaps we ought to go back and see what 
God calls His child, then see what a church will 
be when people like this band together. 


Christians 


Three words are most frequently used in Scrip- 
ture to describe the true child of God. 


1. Believer. Christ said, Except a man be born 
again he cannot even see the Kingdom of God.” 
“He that believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God.” (John 3:3; 1 John 5:1). No man is a 
real Christian until he is a true believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and is born again. 


2. Saint, We think that saints are people who 
lived without the sins we are heir to, had a halo 
round their head, and have now been recognized 
by the church. The Word of God knows of no 
such. God’s Word calls all the believers saints. 
(Rom. 1:7; 12:13; 1 Cor. 1:2; 16:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; 
Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1). Why would God so call us 
when we don’t live saintly. When we believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ we are cleansed in the blood 
of Christ and set apart for holy living and righte- 
ous service. (Eph, 4:1; 5:3). 


3. Disciple. The person who has truly believed 
and has been set apart for holy living and service 
must be a learner, daily seeing the mind and 
will of God in the Scripture to know what God 
would have him do. 


A Christian is just like everybody else in his 
daily routine of eating, sleeping, working, and 
playing; but he is utterly different as a believer, 
saint and disciple. If we are true Christians the 
difference will show, both in the things we do not 
do and in the things we do. 


The Christian Church 


What was the first church ever called Christian 
like? That is what we ought to be today, We find 
a picture of it in Acts 11:19-30. 


1. Origin of the Group. Verse 19. (a) Simple 
testimony given. (b) Significant name bestowed. 


2. Attitude of the Group. Verse 23. One purpose 
. , steadfastly true to the Lord. How? (a) To 
His Person. Matt. 16:16. (b) To His Work. 1 
Peter 1:24. (c) To His Book, John 5:39. (d) To 
= — Heb. 10:24. (e) To His Promise. Titus 
711-15. 


3. Characteristics of the Group. (a) Effective 
evangelism. Verses 21-22. .(b) Systematic Bible 
study, Verses 25-26. (c) Liberal in meeting needs. 
Verses 27-30. (d) United in fellowship. 13:1. (e) 
Sensitive to leading of the Spirit. 13.2a, (f) Obedi- 
ent to Great Commission. 13:2b. 


Notes 


No church or denomination today can claim to 
be the only true church of Christ, or can any 
church claim to be absolutely pure. The Church 
that God can most richly bless the church that 
seeks most earnestly to see that its members are 
true Christians and that its program conforms to 
the mind and will of Christ. Consistent lives and 
pure program are the secrets of power from God 
and with man, not numbers and influence. Study 
assages and discuss where you and your church 
ail and succeed, 








Page 18 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Nov. 1, 1947 








PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE SO-CALLED UNION 


BETWEEN THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


AND THE 


NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Since we are talking about uniting with them, let's get a few facts about their church or- 
ganization. That is as to the size of its units. Did you know that the Presbyterian Church, 


U.S.A., has nine (9) Synods, that do not have as large a membership as ENOREE PRES- 
BYTERY in South Carolina? 


Let's make an analysis of the membership of the U.S.A. Church by areas and see where 
their strength lies, and where their growth has been amazingly small. 


Area 
In the Northeast, including Wisconsin, Michigan, 


Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Synods Presbyteries Members Commissioners 
New Jersey, New York, West Virginia, and New 


I a ae a al a te tae 11 108 1,404,129 494 
All States West of the Mississippi River .... .... ... 22 127 624,597 322 
ee oe (| he a ae oe ec eee 7 33 146,794 76 

DI Sia sli: ahh: Sahel da is 40 268 2,175,520 892 


Remember the U.S.A. Church began its expansion into the territory West of the Mississippi 
River at the same time that the U. S. Church was born. And the Church in that area did not 


have to function for years in a section which had been devastated by a terrible war, and 
whose people had been impoverished. 


Here we have another example of how this proposed plan of union works against the Sou- 
thern Church. In the area West of the Mississippi the U.S.A. Church has only 30,984 mem- 


bers more than the whole U. S. Church, and yet that area gets 86 Commissioners more than 
the Southern Church gets. 


LET’S SEE 


Commissioners 
Area Synod Presbyteries Members New Plan 
a a a 17 87 593,613 236 
U.S.A. Church West of Mississippi River .... .... .... 22 127 624,597 322 


How Do THE ABove Ficures Look To YouP 


ARE YOU GOING TO VOTE TO EXCHANGE A 100 PERCENT CONTROL OF YOUR OWN 
CHURCH, NOW GROWING RAPIDLY, FOR A 20 PERCENT INTEREST IN A CHURCH, 
ONE OF WHOSE LEADERS SAYS: “OF COURSE I DON'T BELIEVE IN THE ATONEMENT?” 


Signed: Randolph B. Lee 
RULING ELDER, CHERAW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PATRICK, S. C. 
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The Proposed Union With The 
Northern Presbyterian Church 


AS IN 1861 — STILL AN ERASTIAN OLIGARCHY 


By Rev. J. Robertson McMahon, D.D. 
Wetumpka, Ala. 


In 1943 the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church was held in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, and like so many other assemblies of recert 
years, it emphasized the theory of Church policy 
now generally regarded as official; that is, that 
the peace of the Church js of far more importance 
than the purity of the Church’s doctrine and that 
the oligarchy at “Headquarters” will tolerate prac- 
tically any degree of doctrinal laxity provided 
the response to the calls which go out from 
“Headquarters” is prompt and unhesitating, 


According to the Northern Presbyterin Church’s 
“Constitution” (Form of Government, Chap. XII, 
sec. 2) each Presbyterian shall send a certain 
number of ministers and elders to represent it 
in the General Assembly. The number of dele- 
gates or commissioners is determined by the num- 
ber of ministers on the roll of presbytery; but 
for as many ministers as are elected there must 
be an equal number of elders. Throughout the 
entire section (above) the verb “shall” is used 
repeatedly. And until 1943 the meaning of the 
word “shall” was held to be clear and unmistak- 
able. The General Assembly had always held that 
“shall” means ‘“‘must”’; that the word is ‘‘manda- 
tory and not discretionary” (Minutes of 1898, p. 
138; see also Minutes of 1911, p. 134). Then came 
the General Assembly of 1943. 


Who took the first step in the following matter 
does not seem to have been made quite -clear; 
but in the early part of 1943 it became known 
that “a high official’ in the office of the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly had promised “a 
high official” in the government of the United 
States that the General Assembly of 1943 would 
be a “rump” assembly, if only the United States 
government would allow any assembly to meet 
anywhere. Shades of John Knox and Andrew Mel- 
ville and Richard Cameron!!! Even the General 
Assembly itself has no authority to make any 
such deal or bargain with any person, not even 
with the President of the United States. True 
the war had made travel difficult, as most people 
who had any traveling to do then knew full well. 
But those unpleasant conditions did not prevent 
the millions who wanted to travel from traveling. 
Nor did those conditions prevent the commission- 
ers of the Southern Presbyterian Church from 


traveling to Montreat as usual in 1943 and 1944 
and 1945, 


Each letter which the Stated Clerk of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, Dr. William B. Pugh, sent to the 
stated clerks of the Presbyteries in 1943, 1944 
and 1945 was dexterous and conciliatory. (See 
Minutes of 1930, 1943, 1944 and 1945). Dr. 
Pugh spoke of the Presbyteries as being “entitled” 
to elect so many commissioners. But obviously 


he did not care to use the language of the consti- 
tution. He did not use the word “shall.” He knew, 
what every Simple Simon knows, that Presby- 
teries are not “entitled” but are required to elect 
so many commissioners. Nevertheless, Dr. Pugh 
urged, virtually demanded, that Presbyteries ig- 
nore the Constitution, even if that meant that 
no elder would be sent from the Presbytery of A, 
or that no minister would be sent from the Pres- 
bytery of B. 


Most of the Presbyteries did as they were “told 
by Headquarters.” The few Presbyteries which 
refused to give heed to the directive were held up 
to scorn and ridicule on the floor of the assembly 
itself—and this was done by the one who had 
urged the Presbyteries to conform to his ultra 
vires directives! The same thing happened in the 
following year, 1944. In September, 1944, the 
writer attended a meeting of a Presbytery in 
Illinois at which a minister—a servant, gracious, 
Christian gentleman of about seventy-five years 
of age and held in the Presbytery in high esteem 
—reported as one who had attended the assembly 
held in Chicago five months before. He told of 
the ill-tempered epithets and insulting impre- 
cations which were cast at him and the other 
commissioners like him, whose Presbyteries had 
conformed to the rules of the church, rather than 
to the directives issued by its Clerk. This member 
of this Presbytery in Illinois went on to say that 
he was so hurt by what the Stated Clerk had said 
that never again would he attend a meeting of 
the General Assembly. He also expressed the 
hope that something would be done to prevent 
the Stated Clerk from hurling insults, from his 
vantage place on the platform, at any duly elected 
commissioner. 


Some ministers and elders in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church may be unwilling to believe these 
statements to be true. They may have forgotten, 
the erastian assembly of 1861 and the Gardine 
Spring resolution to support “strengthen, uphol 
and encourage the Federal Government,” making 
such support a condition of membership in the 
Church, Others may have forgotten the name of 
General Rosecrans, his famous “Order No. 61” 
and the “Heil Hitler” rump meeting of the Syno 
of Missouri, “organized by a Military Provos 
Marshal, taking his place at the clerk’s table’ 
(See Vander Velde’s “The Presbyterian Churche 
1861-1869,” Harvard University Press, page 215) 
Others may have forgotten the flag-waving sacri 
legious assembly held in Peoria, Illinois in 186; 
And all ministers and elders in the Southern Pres 
byterian Church may have become so accustomed 
to the courtesy and the correctness of conduct 
of the Stated Clerk of their own General As- 











Page 20 





sembly as to be unable to imagine such things 
ever happening again. But the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, the Machen-Stevenson-Princeton controversy, 
the Independent Board Mandate, the Studies in 
the Constitution, the rump assembly of 1943 
which elected Dr. Coffin its moderator. These 
matters are all highly relevant to the “union” 
issue before the Southern Presbyterian Churca 
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today. As Marcus Aurelius would say: “this 
series of happenings is not to be thought of as a 
mere enumeration of disjointed things... It is a 
rational connection . . . no mere succession, but 
a wonderful relationship.” In other words, the 
leopard has not changed his spots nor the Ethio- 
pian his skin. The old guard is still up to all the 
old tricks! 





“Birds Of A Feather 
Flock Together” 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


I see from the papers that one of our Southern 
Presbyterian ministers at a conference of young 
people described our church as a creedal church, 
a white man’s church, a class church, and a Sec- 
tional Church. He spoke as if he were much dis- 
pleased with it on account of these conditions. I 
feel tempted to suggest that since this good broth- 
er is in good standing he is entitled to a letter 
of dismission, at his own request, to any church 
that he may like better than the Southern Pres- 
byterian church, My church is not perfect, there 
is considerable room for improvement, but it suits 
me better than any one I know. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is a doctrinal, 
a creedal church and that is one of the best things 
I know about it. We know what we believe the 
Bible to teach and we also know why we believe 
it. Our Creed is logical but it is not adapted to an 
illogical mind, It was not framed to teach what 
men pleased to believe but to reveal what God 
teaches in His inspired word. 


' In a certain sense our church is a White Man’s 
church, but not in an exclusive sense. Presby- 
terianism was brought to America from Europe— 
a White Man’s country. We could not expect it to 
come, at that time, from Africa, India, China, or 
the Isles of the Sea. As to numbers and resources 
it is still the White Man’s church. But by no 
means is it exclusively so. When the Southern Pres- 
byterian church was organized, in the midst of its 
poverty it began work among the Indians, and to- 
‘day we have Indians, Mexicans, Cubans, Italians, 
Bohemians, Hungarians, Chinese, and Negroes on 
our rolls, in the homeland; and many members 
,in the six foreign countries where our Mission- 
aries are at work. However we do not ignore all 
racial distinctions that the Almighty Himself has 
made. If to ignore all racial distinctions is the 
most Christian thing to do, as some of our people 
seem inclined to believe, then tell me why the 
people of Latin America do not show a higher 
stage of Christian civilization than we do in our 
Southland. From the Rio Grande River to Pata- 
gonia there is no color line and no race distinc- 
| ous If they are more Christian than we they 


— 


ought to receive the special favor of God and 
greater spiritual blessings than we enjoy. 


I challenge the third statement that we have a 
Class church. In forty-four years of Home Mission 
and Evangelist work I have had a chance to ob- 
serve our church over a rather wide area and 
to get a cross section of our church. I find this 
condition in our towns and cities. There is a 


a 


First Presbyterian church that was organized with 
the early settlers of the town, As the town grew 
the church grew in numbers and wealth and in 
the course of time became composed of the cul- 
tured and commercial classes—though no one else 
is excluded. As the church became strong it started 
one and then another Presbyterian church in stra- 
tegic locations. These churches, started as missions 
or chapels, in the course of time would become 
self-supporting and be composed of men _ who 
labored with their hands. We must remember that 
Jesus Himself was a Carpenter and dignified and 
honored the man who labors with his hands, These 
churches composed of laboring men are as loyal 
Presbyterians as we have anywhere. In some of 
our small town churches and mining camps, and 
in the country where there are large land holders 
and tenants there are some difficult problems but 
that is not confined to the Southern Presbyterian 
church. All other denominations have the same 
problems. In many cases the difficulty is being 
met by chapels and missions reaching those who 
do not feel at home in the mother church. In 
most of our country churches the people are 
homogenious and there is no class distinction. In 
many backward counties in the years past our 
church has founded and maintained mission schools 
until the state was ready to take over the edu- 
cation of the children. I know many Presbyterians 
—older people, who for want of schools, can not 
read nor write but who love the Lord and are 
loyal to their church. We have in our Southern 


\Presbyterian church people from all the walks of 


ife with every degree of culture and worldly pos- 
essions. We have the rich and the poor, the high 
nd the low, the learned and the unlearned. But 
here is no use to try to ignore the proverbial fact 
hat, “Birds of a feather will flock together,” in 
he local church, and why not allow them the 
iberty of seeking congenial company where they 
can feel at home and be harmonious in the work 
of the Lord. 


As to the fourth charge of being a sectional 
church I admit that is true, if he means by that 
that our church confines its efforts to sixteen 
states in the Southeastern part of the United 
States. We are working in only one-third of the 
forty-eight States, and in less than one-third 
of the landed area. Being one of the smaller of the 
larger denominations we could gain little, if any- 
thing, by being spread out all over the country. 


Some years ago when Dr. S, H. Chester was our 
Secretary of Foreign Missions he met in Panama 
with the representatives of all the Protestant 
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to cover—its own task to accomplish. When every 
one did his part the war was won. Does not this 
same principle apply to the army of the Lord? 
We are all under the Great King and Head of the 
church, the Lord Jesus Christ, but there are many 
divisions in the Lord’s armed forces and if each 
will perform his allotted task the work will be 
done and the victory won. 


BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS 


Price: 35c a single copy; $1.25 a year, 
by subscription. 
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Our Southern Presbyterians understand the 
problems of our Southland and are doing some- 
thing about them. While we humbly confess our 
shortcomings, we have not done all we ought to 
have done, yet the facts and figures show that 
we are leading the other Protestant denominations 
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University of Georgia, gave an address all 
over America, “Is Jesus More Than Man?” 
This message clearly proves Christ’s Deity 
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Had followed where comforts and pleasures led, 
Until one day in a quiet place 
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Many gift books for all ages! Below are 
several you'll want to order right now. Also 
ask for free Christmas catalogue. Address 


Desk 113. 
Bible Visualized Gift Sets 


Brand-new set New Testament Stories Visual- 
ized, including Parables JesusTold and Books 
1 and 2 of New Testament Heroes; total of 
675 continuity pictures, full color, 714 x 
1014”; 48 pages each book. Other set is 
popular Life of Christ Visualized; over a 
million copies already sold. Either gift set, 
three books each. Per set........se++ ee Fe 
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5 Bible Story Readers 


Five books featuring beautiful Bible pic- 
tures in. full color, for children up to 10 
years. Best loved Old and New Testament 
stories, 18 to 24 each book; prayers, poems. 
Sturdy blue cloth, 144 pages. Price each 
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Going to Church with Betty and Bob 


Picture-story book for very: little children; 
full color; 52 large pictures, many portray- 
ing well-known Bible characters as children; 
each has simple 7-line story. 64 pages, 614 
x 11”; perfect gift......Cloth, $2; Paper, $1. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 








Visitation Evangelism Program 
To Be Held 


The Presbyterian Churches, U. S., of Dallas. 
Texas, and adjacent communities will conduct a 
Special Visitation Evangelism Program November 
23rd through the 26th. 


Dr H. H. Thompson, Director of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Evangelism will be in Dallas on the 
above dates to lead this campaign. 


Dr. Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary of Dallas 
Presbytery, is the over-all chairman of the local 
committees which have been appointed to make 
thorough preparations in this unified effort. 


The Presbyterians in this area are looking for- 
ward to a very fruitful experience through the use 


of this method of winning people to Christ d 
the Church. pas 


OUR LIVING DEAD 


By Rev. Flournoy Shepperson, D.D., is an attrac- 
tive little booklet of eighteen pages from the pen 
of the pastor of the Bible Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, S. C. In this booklet, Dr. Shepperson 
answers from the Scriptures such questions as: 
“What does it mean for a Christian to die?” 
“What kind of bodies do we have in Heaven?” 
“Where are our believing and living dead,?” and 
such questions. Copies may be secured from the 
author at 35 cents each, or 3 for $1.00. 





Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 


To The General Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 
For the Month of September: 1947, $2,244.71; 


1946, $1,480.88. For the Year: 1947, $17,689.26; 
1946, $15,964.84. 
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The North China 
Theological Seminary 
Founded In 1919 


An Evengelical School For The 
Sound Doctrinal Training Of 
Chinese Ministers And 
Evangelists 


This Presbyterian Theological Seminary, faith- 
ful to the Word of God, sponsored by the Chinese 
Church, assisted by Foreign Mission Boards and 
supported by Americans and Chinese has been 
known by its glorious fruit. 


Past History 


The Seminary was founded in 1919 and 
moved to its location at Tenghsien, Shantung 
Providence in 1922. Leaders of the Chinese 
Church were urging the establishment of a 
conservative and evangelical theological sem- 
inary to train native ministers and evangelists 
to meet the growing need. The various Pres- 
byterian Missions cooperated in this move- 
ment and Rev. Watson M. Hayes was persuad- 
ed to accept the leadership of the project. 
The Chinese Church has recognized its respon- 
sibility for a large share of the management 
and support of the work, while the Foreign 
Boards have permitted the selection of well 
qualified missionaries for many of the teach- 
ing positions. Friends in the U. S. A. have 
given liberally to provide buildings, equip- 
ment and current expenses. The work has 


been a venture in faith and has had the Lord’s 
blessing. 


The doctrinal soundness of the Seminary 
has been consistently maintained and is based 
on acceptance of the entire Bible as the in- 
spired Word of God. Each director and teacher 
must subscribe to the creedal statement before 
taking his position and annually thereafter. 
This position has made a great appeal to 
Chinese Christians and has resulted in develop- 
ing the largest theological seminary in China. 
While operated by ‘Presbyterians it has been 
serving all evangelical denominations because 
it has offered a loyal adherence to the Word 
and the highest standard of scholarship. 


A department for women was opened in 
1924 and this has resulted in substantially 
raising the type of native Bible Women. By 
1927 the Seminary had an enrollment of 130 
men and 51 women, indicating the rapid ad- 
vance which was made in the esteem of the 
people, Students have come from every 
province of China and Korea to receive their 
theological training and to return as laborers 
in the plenteous harvest. More than 500 
graduates are at work for their Lord and 
bearing much fruit for His glory. 


Members of our Southern Presbyterian Mission 
who have served on the faculty of this great insti- 
tution include Dr. B. C. Patterson, Rev, George 
Stevens, Dr. Martin Hopkins and Dr. Craig Houston 
Patterson. Since the partial reoccupation of our 
work in China Dr. Hopkins has given his full time 
to reorganization and teaching in the Seminary. 


This cooperative institution, based on an un- 
swerving loyalty to the Word of God, has been 
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ture assets are accumulated fully to balance 
all liabilities, 


The Ministers’ Annuity Fund is prepared to 
meet every obligation it has assumed. But 
the present financial conditions call (1) for 
enlarged amounts of annuities for our min- 
isters, and (2) likewise make it impossible to 
increase the same. 


The General Assembly therefore calls on the 


Church to increase the capital funds of the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


Will you do your share in meeting this 
emergency? 


A CHECK TODAY 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D. ............ Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hooper, D.D. -......... Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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richly blessed by Him and has sent out graduates 


who have proven a blessing to the Christian Church 


throughout China. 
Foundation of Home Council 


On December 29, 1942, the repatriated 
members of the Board and the Faculty of the 
Seminary met with a few interested friends 
and organized the N. C. T. S. Home Council. 
This was done to insure the continuance of 
the work which has proved so valuable and 
to provide for a full resumption of activities 
at the earliest possible moment. The immediate 
objects of this Home Council are to conserve 
the existing assets of the Seminary and to ac- 
cumulate funds which will be needed promptly 
when the work can be revived. (Checks may 
be drawn to North China Theological Seminary 
Home Council or to Horace G. Hill, Jr. 
Treasurer, at 210 North 34th, Philadelphia, 
Penna.) 


Dr. Clarence Edward McCartney is President of 
the Home Council and Southern Presbyterian 
members on the Council or Board include Drs. 
William F. Junkin (now deceased), Dr. C. H. 
Patterson and Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Rev. E. S. Currie, 
Rev. E. H. Hamilton and Dr. W. C. McLauchlin. 


Future Prospects 


There is urgent need for perpetuating the 
work of this theological .school which has 
established itself so successfully in the hearts 
of Chinese Christians as one of the best places 
to obtain training for the ministry, It is 
hoped that the property and buildings at 
Tenghsien will be spared from the ravages 
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of war and that the Missionary members of 
the Seminary personnel may soon again be 
gathered together to resume full time activities 
at the old location. The work will be carried 
on because it is the Lord’s work. 


The servants of the Lord are ready to 
answer His call and guidance. He is able to do 
the apparently impossible, and the Home Coun- 
cil will strive to keep things in order and ac- 
cumulate material resources for the day when 
the Lord opens once more the door to all 
China and says, “Son, go work today in my 
vineyard.” 

Prayer Requests 


Please pray for: ; 
The safety of the Faculty remaining in China; 
The witness of the scattered Seminary 





graduates; 

The divine selection of new members of the 
Faculty; 

The guidance of the Home Council in its 
plans; 

The provision of funds for reopening the 
Seminary. 

A Word From The Moderator 


This is a special appeal to the churches of our 
denomination for a conscientious observance of 
President Truman’s request for food conservation. 
I trust that the people of our Church will set an 
example of self-denial and sharing through such 
observance. In the end, it may be good for our 
health. It can be a means of grace, and it will be 
a manifestly Christian attitude toward our breth- 
ren whose dire hunger and suffering we can 
hardly imagine. Let us do this for the sake of 
Christ who said: “Inasmuch as you have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, you 
have done it unto me.” 

J. R. Cunningham, Moderator. 





Presbytery Of Winston-Salem 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem met for its 
Stated Fall Meeting at the Foster Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, one of the fine Home Mission 
Churches of the Presbytery, of which Rev, K. J. 
Foreman, Jr., is pastor, The Rev. John W. Luke, 
for twenty years one of our most outstanding 
Home Mission Pastors, was elected Moderator. 
There were twenty-four ministers and seventeen 
ruling elders present. Rev. D. C. McCarty was re- 
ceived from Montgomery [Presbytery and will be 
installed as Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Airy. 


Commissions were appointed for the ordination 
and installation of two licentiates, Murphy Wilds, 
who will become the Pastor of the Cooleemee 
Church, and W. R. Smith, III, who will become 
the Pastor of the Yadkinville Church. The amend- 
ments sent down by the General Assembly were 
approved. 


Arrangements were made for an Adjourned 
Meeting of the Presbytery to be held at the First 
Church of North Wilkesboro on November 17, at 
which time the Federal Council issue will be con- 
sidered. Action on the matter of church union was 
deferred to a later meeting. 


The January Meeting of the Presbytery will be 


held at the First Church of Winston-Salem on Jan- 
uary 13, 1948. 


J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 
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Presents Christian Stewardship from the 
viewpoint of a practical businessman. At 
tractive 8-page booklets will be supplied 
free of charge to pastors. Bible school 
teachers and other leaders whe will agree 
te vee them te promote tithing in thelr 
congregations, classes or groups. Write 
for sample copy today! 


THE KEYES FOUNDATION 
19 W. Flagler St. Miami, Florida 
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North Mississippi Presbytery 


The Presbytery of North Mississippi met in 
Shelby, Miss., on October 14, 1947, at 10:00 A.M., 
with the opening sermon being preached by Rev. 
J. E. Wallace, the retiring Moderator. Thirteen 
ministers and thirteen ruling elders were present. 
Rev. William Bobo was elected Moderator, and 
Rev. Leonard O. Elmore, Temporary Clerk. 


Rev. J, E. Wallace, having at a previous ad- 
journed meeting, been honorably retired, at his 
own request, was, at this meeting, dismissed, at 
his own request, to Central Mississippi Presbytery. 


The pastoral relationship between Rev, Wade H. 
Harrell and the Shelby Church was dissolved, that 
he might enroll for special study in Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Upon the resignation of Rev. H. M. McLain, as 
Stated Clerk and Treasurer at the June Meeting 
of Presbytery, Rev. Walter D. Langtry was elected 
to succeed him, same to become effective after this 
meeting. 


Presbytery unanimously voted approval of both 
the proposed amendments to the Book of Church 
Order sent down by the General Assembly; and 
voted to remain in the Federal Council by a 12 to 
7 majority. 

The next stated meeting will be in Water Valley, 


Miss., on January 13, 1948, at 10:00 A.M. 
H. M. McLain, Stated Clerk. 
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Dr. Cavert, Take The Stand! 


For Cross Examination! 


By L. E. Faulkner 


\ 


(Under the caption, “Dr. Cavert - Take The Stand!” The Presbyterian Outlook of September 29, 
1947, carried a series of questions and answers purportedly asked of and answered by Dr. Cavert so as to 
give favorable answers to questions raised about the Federal Council of Churches. In the letter printed 
below, Elder L. E. Faulkner, of the Presbyterian Church, U. 8., of Hattiesburg, Miss., is asking Dr. 
Cavert to take the stand for cross-examination. —H.B.D.) 


MISSISSIPPI CENTRAL RAILROAD CO. 
NATCHEZ ROUTE 


L, E. Faulkner 
Vice-President & General Manager 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


October 13, 1947. 


Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 

General Secretary, Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, 

297 Fourth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Cavert: 


I read with much interest the court proceedings 
as recorded in The Presbyterian Outlook of Sep- 
tember 29, 1947, under the heading: “Dr. Cavert— 
Take The Stand!” I wish to congratuiate you on 
having at long last made an effort to defend the 
Federal Council’s economic, political, social and 
racial objectives as set forth in the Council’s offi- 
cial reports. Your coniribution in this respect 
should be helpful in the effort to present both sides 
of the issue of the Federal Council. For some time 
I have urged the two representatives of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church, who are members of 
the Executive Committee of the Council, to pre- 
sent their views regarding the economic, political, 
social and racial objectives of the Council to the 
more than 600,000 members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. They have refused to do so, 
seemingly either because they are not interested 
in having the members of the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church know too much about the economic, 
political, social and racial objectives of the yen 
or because they do not feel qualified to defen 
many of these objectives to which the Council is 
committing, through them as our representatives 
on the Executive Committee, all the Churches af- 
filiated with the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


I presume the case could be styled Southern 
Presbyterian Church vs, Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, and that you as 
General Secretary of the Federal Council can be 
recognized as an expert witness for the Council. 

record does not show the name of the lawyer 
Who asked you the twelve questions. However, it 
8 quite plain from the court proceedings that the 
awyer was a friend of the Council. Perhaps it was 
Dr. Aubrey N, Brown, Editor of The Outlook; or 
it could have been Dr. John M. Alexander or Dr. 





J. McDowell Richards, the two representatives of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church on the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federal Council. Or perhaps 
it was Dr. Thomas K. Young, who circularized the 
ministers of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
with his letter of September 10, 1947. At any rate, 
you _ in friendly hands while on the witness 
stand. 


Would you object to returning to the witness 
stand and permitting me to cross-examine you on 
the twelve questions, subjects of which I am listing 
below for ready reference: 


1. Permanent F.E.P.C. legislation. 


2. A non-segregated church and a non-segregated 
society. 


‘ 


3. Increase of minimum wage rates. 


4. Full employment guaranteed by the govern- 
ment. 


5. Labor’s right to strike and that the acknow- 
ledgment of this right has benefited both 
labor and the public. 


6. Social planning and control of the credit and 
monetary systems and the economic pro- 
cesses for the common good. 


7. Pacifism. 

8. Socialized medicine. 

9. Socialized insurance: 

10. Planned parenthood. 

11. Distribution of wealth by taxation. 


12. The substitution of consumers’ co-operatives 
for the individual enterprise system. 


I am assuming that your answer to this question 
of mine is that you have no objection to returning 
to the witness stand and, therefore, we shall as- 
sume that the judge has ordered quiet in the 
courtroom while you take the stand for cross- 
examination. May we also assume that Mr. Charles 
P. Taft, very brilliant lawyer, also President of 
the Federal Council of Churches, is present to as- 
sist you in any way possible and that other ardent 
supporters of the Federal Council whom I have 
mentioned are also present to speak in behalf of 
the Federal Council of Churches through you as a 
witness. And may we assume that Dr. Aubrey N. 
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Brown, Editor of The Outlook, is present for the 
purpose of allowing the readers of The Outlook to 
continue to be informed regarding the case of the 
Southern (Presbyterian Church vs. the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


Your friend, the one who asked you so many 
leading questions while you were on the witness 
stand, in referring to certain charges against the 
Federal Council, stated: “In fact, some of them 
were included in the preamble to the minority re- 
port of the Standing Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions presented to the 1947 Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly, but were later stricken from 
the record by unanimous consent of the Assembly.” 
Dr. Cavert, is it not a fact that at the last meeting 
of our General Assembly, the majority report of 
the Standing Committee on Foreign Relations was 
rejected and the minority report, which included 
many of the charges referred to by your friendly 
examiner was adopted by a vote of 179 to 178, but 
later withdrawn in the interest of referring the 
Federal Council question to the Presbyteries with- 
out prejudice? 


Dr. Cavert, prior to the attempt to testify on 
the twelve charges listed by your friendly ex- 
aminer, you stated that you thought it was a se- 
rious oversight to not mention the Federal Coun- 
cil’s service in Evangelism, which you spoke of as 
being the largest department of the Council’s 
work. Do you really think that the Council’s work 
in Evangelism and the work of the 600 local coun- 
cils of Churches which you mention, should be 
made a part of the list of charges against the 
Council? 


While we are on the question of the Council’s 
work in Evangelism, may I ask you is it not a fact 
that the Council will have spent in 1947, more 
money in its three departments of Christian Social 
Relations, Industrial Relations and Race Relations 
than it did in Evangelism? Is it not also a fact that 
the Council’s budget for 1947 calls for expenditure 
of $77,000.00 to maintain its central office, and 
$17,500.00 to maintain its Washington office, as 
compared with an expenditure of $59,000.00 for 
Evangelism? 


Dr. Cavert, in your direct testimony which was 
recorded in The Outlook of September 29 you 
stated that the Federal Council has not endorsed 
any specific bill to secure the removal of discrimi- 


nation in employment, and you refer to Page 116 | 


of the Biennial Report. Would you object to re- 
ferring to Page 44 of the Council’s Annual Report 
of 1945 and reading to the court the following: 


“The President and the General Secretary 
of the Federal Council of Churches appeared 
before House and Senate Committees to give 
the endorsement of the Churches to fair em- 
ployment practice legislation as a _ national 
moral necessity. Their statements received 
wide publicity in religious and secular press. 
The action of the Federal Council through its 
Department of Race Relations has been one of 
the major influences in work to preserve the 
existing F.E.P.C. under executive order, and 
for legislation to make it a permanent policy 
of the National Government. Similar action 
was taken in the successful efforts that se- 
cured state laws in New York and New Jersey, 
and in unsuccessful efforts in five other 
states.” 


Do you not consider that the Federal Council, 
through its Department of Race Relations, specifi- 
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cally endorsed the F.E.P.C. legislation made effee. 
tive by executive order? Is it not also a fact that 
Dr. Beverly M. Boyd, Secretary of Christian Socia] 
Relations, Federal Council of Churches, appeared 
before the Senate Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare in support of the new F.E.P.C. Bilijr 
Senate Bill S-984? 


Dr. Cavert, in your direct testimony pertaining 
to Question 2—that is, a non-segregated church 
and a non-segregated society—you quoted from 
Page 124 of the Biennial Report of 1946, and 
stated that this question is one to be left to each 
Church and each community to move towards the 
goal of non-segregation according to the judgment 
of each Church and each community. This testi- 
mony of yours may be a little misleading. Would 
you mind referring to Page 50 of the Biennial 
Report for 1946, which is clear-cut and definite 
and has nothing to say about leaving it to each 
Church and each community, The quotation from 
Page 50 follows: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America hereby renounces the pat- 
tern of segregation in race relations as un- 
necessary and undesirable and a violation of 
the Gospel of love and human brotherhood. 
Having taken this action, the Federal Council 
requests its constituent communions to do 
likewise. As proof of their sincerity in this- 
renunciation they will work for a non- 
segregated Church and a non-segregated so- 
ciety.” 


Dr. Cavert, is it not a fact that in the 1945 Annual 
Report of the Federal Council there are nearly 
eight pages on the subject of Race Relations, and 
in the 1946 Biennial Report there are thirteen 
pages on this same subject? Is it not also a fact 
that on Page 121 of the 1946 Biennial Report the 
Federal Council states: 


“Segregation increases and accentuates ra- 
cial tensions. It is worth noting that race riots 
in this country have seldom occurred in neigh- 
borhoods with a racially mixed population. 
Our worst riots have broken out along the bor- 
ders of tightly segregated areas.” 


Dr. Cavert, is it not also a fact that a self-styled 
committee spoken of as the “Committee of 100” 
with headquarters in New York City, sent an at- 
torney to Columbia, Tenn., to investigate the race 
riot which occurred there on February 26, 1946, 
and that among the members of the “Committee 
of 100” as listed on the letterhead, were many of 
the prominent leaders of the Federal Council, and 
that the report of the F.B.I. investigators of this 
terrible occurrence stated: “ ... that the circula- 
tion of falsehoods and half truths about the Co- 
lumbia case was a technique designed to foster 
racial hatred and to array class against class.’ 


On the segregation issue in your direct testl- 
mony, Dr. Cavert, you stated: “The Federal Coun- 
cil has no authority over a local church or, for that 
matter, over any of its member denominations. 
The Council’s constitution is explicit on_ this 
point.” Dr. Cavert, I am sure you are acquain 
with the fact that Mr. Charles P. Taft, President 
of the Council, circularized all of our churches by 
sending to them his memorandum of April 16, 
1947, with which he enclosed a statement—an offi 
cial declaration of the Executive Committee of the 
Council of March 25, 1947, called “Present Poli 
cies.” On Page 5 of this pamphlet we read: 





Nov. 1, 1947 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





“All the policies of the Council are deter- 
mined by the designated representatives of the 
member-denominations, acting either in their 
plenary sessions biennially or in_ the bi- 
monthly meetings of their Executive Com- 
mittee. The decisions of these representatives 
constitute the only official statements of the 
Council’s position.” 


On Page 8 the Executive Committee states: 


“The Council follows the consensus of judg- 
ment among the leaders whom the denomina- 
tions appoint to represent them in the Council 
and its Executive Committee.” 


Dr. Cavert, according to these official statements 
of the Council as shown on Page 5 and Page 8 of 
“Present Policies,” is it not a fact that the Coun- 
cil, regardless of what the Council’s constitution 
has to say, through the representatives of the dif- 
ferent denominations, does commit local churches 
and its member denominations to certain specific 
economic, political, social and racial objectives as 
set forth in the annual reports of the Federal 
Council? Is not this true so far as it affects the 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
even though our two representatives on the Exe- 
cutive Committee, Dr. Richards and Dr. Alexander, 
as members of the Executive Commitee should 
vote against some of these objctives? And in this 
connection, as General Secretary of the Federal 
Council, can you by referring to the official Min- 
utes of the Executive Committee, show that our 
two representatives ever did object to any of these 
economic, political, social and racial objectives of 
the Federal Council? 


While you are on the witness stand, Dr. Cavert, 
may I ask you to refer to (Page 204 of the Biennial 
Report of 1946 and read the following recommen- 
dation presented by our representative, Dr. John 
M. Alexander: 


“That the Executive Committee of the Fed- 
eral Council further clarifies its established 
rules by declaring that a deliverance of the 
Council or of the Executive Committee con- 
cerning principles which should guide our law- 
makers in framing legislation on social and 
moral questions does not carry with it the en- 
dorsement of a specific bill which may be 
drawn up relative thereto and further, that no 
one has the authority to use the name of the 
Federal Council in asking legislators to vote 
for a specific bill until said bill has been ap- 
proved by the Federal Council or its Execu- 
tive Committee.” 


Now, if you will please refer to Page 211 of the 
Biennial Report of 1946 and read Bishop Sterrett’s 
continuation of the report of the Advisory Com- 
mittee, recommending the adoption of Dr. Alex- 
ander’s recommendation after it had been materi- 
ally revised “in the light of the discussion” and 
reading as follows: 


“That the Executive Committee further 
clarifies its established rules by declaring that 
a deliverance of the Council or of the Exe- 
cutive Committee concerning principles which 
should guide our lawmakers in framing legis- 
lation on social and moral questions, does not 
necessarily carry with it the endorsement of a 
specific bill which may be drawn up relative 
thereto.” 
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Will you first state if there is any record of the 
Executive Committee ever having clarified its es- 
tablished rules in line with Mr, Alexander’s “wa- 
tered down” recommendation? And then, is it not 
a fact that this recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee clearly shows that the Council does 
speak for its local churches and its member de- 
nominations in framing legislation on social and 
moral questions. 


Your next direct testimony pertained to Ques- 
tion 3—Increase of Minimum Wage Rates. You re- 
ferred to Page 116 of the Biennial Report for 
1946 and stated that: “The Council simply goes 
on record as believing that $16.00 a week is not 
sufficient to provide a decent standard of living 
under present inflated prices.” Don’t vou think you 
should have referred to Page 30 of the 1945 An- 


nual Report and read the following from the re- 
cord: 


“During the year the Executive Committee, 
on the recommendation of this Division and 
the Department, adopted resolutions endors- 
ing: (a) The extension of Old Age and Sur- 
vivors’ Insurance System to. agricultural 
workers, domestic servants, employees of non- 
profit organizations, and the self-employed. 
(b) A sound plan of public health and dis- 
ability insurance. (c) The inclusion of the 
churches in a Federal Social Security Plan 
offering protection to their lay employees. (d) 
The increase of minimum wage rates.” 


Also, don’t you think you should have referred to 
Pages 30-33, inclusive, to the report which was 
signed by Mr. James Myers, Secretary of the In- 
dustrial Relations Division, the man who has been 
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quoted as saying: “Socialism has ceased to be a 
class affair—the feeling that the capitalist age is 
nearing its end is shared by men in ail social 
groupings.” Don’t you think you should have read 
at least a portion of Mr. Myers’ report—that por- 
tion reading as follows: 


“Throughout the year the Industrial Rela- 
tions Division has placed speakers on religion 
and labor and on religion and co-operatives in 
churches, conferences, forums, etc. It also 
helped to promote attendance of ministers at 
the Summer Institute of Industrial Relations 
at the University of Wisconsin and advised on 
curriculum and faculty. When the occupants 
of tne Velmo Housing Project in Southeast 
Missouri were threatened with eviction by li- 
quidation ot the Farm Securities Administra- 
tion’s housing program, and Kev. David Bur- 
gess, Labor Secretary of the Congregational 
Christian Churches, appealed for support; the 
Industrial Secretary appealed to an extensive 
list of liberal ministers who wrote to Wash- 
ington and had some part in the successful 
outcome of this effort to save the Delmo homes 
for the people who had found decent housing 
there.” 


And while you were testifying on the question of 
Industrial Relations, don’t you think you should 
have referred to Page 218 in the Biennial Report 
of 1946 and read the following: 


“There still are millions of workers to whom 
the benefits of trade unionism have never been 
extended. It is desirable that workers in some 
occupations, such as workers in agriculture, 
mostly untouched by the unions hitherto, 
should be given the advantage and protection 
of organized labor.” 


And right here, Dr, Cavert, may I ask you as the 
witness for the Federal Council if you can refer 
to any of the official reports of the Federal Coun- 
cil and show that the Council has ever said one 
good word in favor of the individual competitive 
enterprise system? I presume you know that Mr. 
Charles P. Taft, as President of the Federal Coun- 
cil, has stated that there is no such thing as the 
free enterprise system. 


And while we are on the subject of the free 
enterprise system, will you please refer to Pages 
245-248 of the Biennial Report of 1946 and ex- 
plain just what the Executive Committee meant 
when they placed the following in their Minutes: 


“neither state socialism nor free enterprise 
provides a perfect economic system; each can 
learn from the experience of the other.” 


“Co-operation of the American and Russian 
people at the scientific, economic, cultural and 
religious levels and co-operation of the United 
States Government with the Government of 
the Soviet Union in the curative and creative 
tasks envisaged for the United Nations.” 


And Dr. Cavert, while we are on the subject of 
state socialism and co-operating with the Govern- 
ment of Russia, may I ask if you have seen Sen- 
ator Jack B. Tenney’s “Red Fascism Boring From 
Within,” which contains documented evidence from 
actual State and Federal investigations, authentic 
index from governmental files, showing that sev- 
eral of the leaders of the Federal Council, includ- 
ing one Past President of the Council, have been 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
———<—[_======<=====_=—=>=—[==={_—=———_—_—_—?> 





Nov. 1, 1947 





or are individually connected with one or more 
Communist “front” organizations. This record 
shows that one of the Past Presidents of the Coun- 
cil was connected with 27 different “front” organ- 
izations. 


The next question you were asked when you 
were on direct examination pertained to Number 
4—Full employment guaranteed by the Govern- 
ment. You testified, and I quote: “lt is erroneous 
to say that the Federal Council has asked that the 
Government should guarantee full employment.” 
Here again, Dr. Cavert, in your direct testimony 
you gave the wrong reference. You should have 
referred to Page 30 of the Annual Report of 1945, 
reading as follows: “Bishop Oxnam, President of 
the Federal Council, also appeared at hearings in 
support of the Full Employment Bill.” This was 
the original Full Employment Bill, in which the 
Government would have guaranteed full employ- 
ment which was patterned after the English Sir 
William Beveridge “Cradle to the Grave” plan and 
the record shows very plainly that the Federal 
Council was supporting this specific piece of legis- 
lation, your testimony to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Your next testimony pertained to the question 
of labor’s right to strike, and you testified in favor 
of the Federal Council’s statement at Columbus 
that strikes bring benefits to the public. Will you 
please explain in what way strikes bring benefits 
to the public? Of course, few people will question 
labor’s right to strike except under certain condi- 
tions which affect the general welfare of our peo- 
ple. In your testimony you referred to Page 116 of 
the Biennial Report. I presume it was your pur- 
pose to refer to Page 118 and as I have already 
stated, you should also have referred to Pages 
218-219 of the 1946 Biennial Report, in which the 
Council stated that it is desirable that workers in 
agriculture be organized, 


Your next testimony referred to Question 6— 
social planning and control of the credit and mone- 
tary systems and the economic processes for the 
common good, In your testimony you stated: “The 
Federal Council’s statement of 1932 does not, of 
course, call for a planned economy in any tech- 
nical sense but simply insists that the economic 
processes, including credit and fiscal arrangements, 
must be judged upon the basis of ministering to 
the welfare of the people as a whole.” This is one 
of the fundamental principles of national socialism. 
It cannot be put into effect without planned and 
managed economy, regimentation, and finally dic- 
tatorship. The Third Communist International 
Constitution includes the following: “The ultimate 
aim is World Communism. After abolishing private 
ownership, World Communism will replace the 
market and competition by planned production.” 


Of course, I am fully aware of the fact that the 
Federal Council of Churches is not in favor of 
Communism, but the fact remains that according 
to the official records of the Council, the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federal Council is advo- 
cating and working for certain economic, political, 
social and racial objectives which if put into effect 
would destroy the individual competitive enterprise 
system and give us a form of national socialism 
quite similar to that which is in effect in England 
today—an economic system which is largely re- 
sponsible for Britain’s worst economic crisis in_ Its 
history. It is also a fact that some of the objectives 
of the Council are incompatible with the Christian 
religion, because these objectives if put into effect 
would require our Government to be master il- 
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stead of servant of the people. Government bureau- 
cracy is an enemy of the Christian religion just the 
same as it is an enemy of the individual competi- 
tive enterprise system. 


The next question which you testified to per- 
tained to Pacifism. You stated that the Federal 
Council does not espouse Pacifism, and you state 
that there is nothing in the record of the Federal 
Council which warrants the description of it as 
Pacifist in the sense of refusing to recognize that 
occasions may arise when there is no escape from 
war. Do you deny the fact that in the August 17, 
1935, copy of The Congressional Record, there is 
a statement by the Intelligence Department of the 
U. S. Navy reading as follows: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America; this is a large radical, 
pacifist organization. It probably represents 
twenty million [Protestants in the United 
States. However, its leadership consists of a 
small radical group which dictate its policies. 
It is also extremely active in any matter 
against national defense.” 


The American League for Good Government, Inc., 
in their pamphlet, “The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America,” lists you, Dr, Ca- 
vert, as having been a member of “War Resisters 
League,” which, they state, was an affiliate of the 
revolutionary Socialist-Communist War Resisters 
International, They state that one of the slogans 
was: “To unite men and women who have deter- 
mined to give no support to any war, irrespective 
of the reasons.” They also list you as a member of 
the “North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy,” and state that its purpose was to 
spread propaganda and raise money for the Com- 
munist forces in Spain. The American League for 
Good Government, Inc., also lists many other 
leaders of the Federal Council as belonging to as- 
sociations and societies advocating a new social 
order. Bishop Francis J. McConnell, Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, Dean Luther A. Weigle, Dr. Ivan 
Lee Holt, Rev. James Myers, Dr. Henry P. Van- 
Dusen, Dean Lynn Harold Hough, Dr. George A. 
Buttrick and Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr are all listed, 
some of them of having belonged to the Socialist 
Party. While you are on the witness stand, Dr. 
Cavert, would you like to comment about the above 
matter, and particularly as to whether or not you 
were a member of the two organizations mentioned 
by the American League for Good Government, 
Inc. There are five other questions pertaining to: 


8. Socialized medicine, 

9. Socialized insurance. 

10. Planned parenthood. 

11. Distribution of wealth by taxation. 

12. The substitution of consumers’ co-operatives 
for the individual enterprise system. 


which I would like to cross-examine you on, but 
perhaps we should withhold this cross-examination 
until a later date. I should like to state, however, 
that I think your direct testimony on “planned pa- 
renthood,” as recorded on Page 15 of the Sep- 
tember 29 issue of The Outlook, is in itself suffi- 
cient reason for the Southern Presbyterian Church 
withdrawing from the Federal Council. 


In bringing to a close your direct testimony on 
the witness stand you were asked to state in a few 
words why you think the Federal Council is needed 
today—-why the churches need to stand together 
at this particular time. Of course, there is a lot of 
difference between the question as to why the Fed- 
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eral Council is needed today and why the churches 
need to stand together. They represent two dis- 
tinct and separate questons. No one will deny the 
fact that the visible Church of Christ is one and 
the same in all ages and in all places, and that it 
consists of all those who make profession of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, together with their 
children. No one can deny the fact that the unity 
of the Church of the Living God is not destroyed 
by its division into different denominations. We are 
all agreed that on proper occasions and in legiti- 
mate undertakings we should join with other 
churches in making manifest to the world this vis- 
ible unity of the Church of Christ. 


The four reasons which you gave while on the 
witness stand as to why you think the Federal 
Council is needed, can be summed up in these 
words: “Churches should stand together ... tasks 
which confront Christianity today are too great 
for any church to accomplish alone ... we must 
have a common Protestant front ... We are today 
on the threshold of a great extension of co- 
overation in the World Council of Churches ... 
Federal Council is a basis essential in playing our 
part in the new world-wide co-operation.” 


Many members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church on the basis of deep Christian convictions, 
believe that the unity, co-operation and common 
front of Protestantism will be present through the 
Blessings of God’s Holy Spirit without the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church being affiliated with a 
man-made and man-centered organization like the 
Federal Council of Churches, which defies our own 
constitution and the specific demands of the Head 
of the Church and the King of the Universe. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to The Presby- 
terian Outlook, The Christian Observer, The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal, and The Christian 
Beacon, thinking that some of these papers, if not 
all, may wish to make a record of this presenta- 
tion of both sides of the issue in the case of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church vs. the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. T 
am including The Christian Beacon, even though I 
know that Dr. John M. Alexander will vigorously 
protest, because I- have been advised that The Bea- 
con has quite a large circulation among the mem- 
bers of the Southern Presbyterian Church. And 
then too, The Beacon carried auite a full account 
of your direct examination in the case of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church vs, the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, 


Sincerely yours, 
L. E. Faulkner. 





Purity Of Heart And Life 
By Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


This article carrying the address delivered by 
Dr. Bell to the Young Adult Conference at Mon- 
reat, N. C., on August 10, 1947, at the Sunday 
School Hour and published in the October 1, 1947, 
issue of The Southern Presbyterian Journal, has 
been most enthusiastically received by our readers. 
Immediately after this issue went out we had re- 
auests for reprints. One Pastor has ordered one 
thousand for use with college students. A Baptist 
Deacon has ordered five hundred. We are hapvy to 
announce that these have been reprinted and are 
available at $1.00 per hundred postpaid. Order 
from: The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 


ville, N, S. 
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Leaders Volunteer In 
Church Program 


One of the most optimistic phases in the pro- 
motion of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, 
according to Roy LeCraw, Campaign Director, has 
been the attitude of individual Christian leaders 
throughout the General Assembly. 


“Men everywhere,’ Mr. LeCraw said, “have met 
with me in conference, and they say with one ac- 
cord, ‘We will put this over for you,’ reflecting the 
enthusiasm of the Churches, the Presbyteries, or 
the Synods they represent.” 


Mr. LeCraw had just returned from what he 
termed ‘a very wonderful trip through West Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee.” On this trip 
Synod Committees for the Program of Progress 
were organized. He spoke, and led conferences, in 
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PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


thirteen meetings, including also an address at the 
Sunday morning worship service at Bream Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, and a talk before the 
young people in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Charleston, W. Va. He said: “Both of these 
churches have accepted their Program of Progress 
quotas and have enthusiastically gone into action 
for the Program that they are going to put over.” 


Mr. LeCraw said that the First Church of 
Charleston planned to underwrite the money quota 
of the Program as well as striving toward com- 
plete attainment of quotas in the other four ob- 
jectives. 


He met with the men of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Bowling Green, Ky., and, he said: “A 
very wonderful meeting of several churches in 
Nashville, Tenn., at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church there. Several hundred were present and it 
was an inspiration and a joy.” 
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Additional copies of this special issue are avail- 
able at 10 cents each as long as our supply lasts. 
Get enough to distribute freely. 





LOOK OUT FOR THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
A second printing of this folder is now available 


at $1.00 per hundred postpaid. Order from: The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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ONE VOLUME 
EDITION 





An Appreciation 
2 


“Tt is our honest belief that no book has appeared in 
this generation that could be more useful in home and 
church life, as Vos’ Child Story Bible. 


“As Christians we must realize that we have an obliga- 
tion to propagate good books because Satan and his cohorts 
are propagating evil ones. It is high time that we recall a 
warning of Daniel Webster on this subject: ‘If religious 
books are not widely circulated among the masses of the 
country ... I do not know what is to become of our na- 
tion, And the thought is one to cause solemn reflection on 
the part of every patriot and Christian.’ 


“This is not the flash in the pan type of book and re- 
commended as ‘The Book of the Month’ or ‘The Book of 
the Year,’ but should be recommended as ‘The Book of the 
Years,’ Judged on the basis of its marvelous simplicity, its 
grand style, its reverent language, it is without a peer.” 


John R. Richardson, 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


Written by one who knew and loved chil- 





dren; who also knew and loved her Bible. 





No one was ever better equipped to write 
such a work than was Catherine Vos. A born 
story-teller, a beloved teacher, she was the 
wife of Prof. Gerhardus Vos, formerly of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Living 
amidst great Bible scholars like Dr. Warfield, 
Dr. Hodge and Dr. Wilson, she could and 
often did consult them on fine points of back- 
ground and other questions. She knew and 


loved children; she also knew and loved the 
Bible. 


NEW - IRRESISTIBLE 





In order to break into this crowded field, a 
new Bible story book must have unusual, ex- 
traordinary merit. The Child’s Story Bible 
has. Written in colorful, personal style, the 


stories are told with scrupulous fidelity to 
the Bible. 


Carefully Designed For Children 





Because they found previous Bible story 
books either too difficult for children or else 
hopelessly “modernized,” the National Union 
of Christian Schools spent many years look- 
ing for one adapted to the needs and abilities 
of children and sound in viewpoint. In the 
Child’s Story Bible they found what they 
were looking for. Its vocabulary is concrete, 
suited to children: the sentences and para- 
graphs are short and easy to read. 


Beautifully Illustrated 





The Child’s Story Bible is liberally illus- 
trated with full-page plates in four colors, 
printed on special paper, and permanently 
bound in the book, The pictures, carefully se- 
lected, add much to the volume and are a de- 
light to the children, 
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